East Woods News

April 2006

Dear Church Family,

Last month we took a big step as a congregation when we
voted to move forward with our building project. | say thisisabig step
even though, for some of us, it didn’t feel all that big. We have been
waiting along time for thisto happen. The planning and preparing for
building has been going on for nearly three years now. Even longer for
asome of you. But make no mistake, although it may not fedl like a
big step to some, itis.

In one year' stime, we will have abuilding. In one year’stime,
we will have the tool for ministry we have only been able to dream of
in the past. In one year’ stime, the doors for the program ministry we
have talked about as a future vision will be thrown wide open. In one
year' stime, we will have a mortgage and the responsibility to pay that
mortgage. In oneyear’ stime, East Woods will no longer be the
“grange church” we will be the church in the trees, the church with the
new building, the church... hmmm, who will we be?

Thefact is, our church is going to change in the next year.

And asit changes, we will attempt to hold on to the unique aspects of
what makes East Woods, East Woods, while at the same time, growing
into our new environment. It is both exciting and frightening to think
about the next year, but God iswith us, and if we as members of the
congregation respond as dedicated disciples, there will be no end to
what God will be able to accomplish through this church.

As we approach Easter this year, | began thinking about the
first year after Jesusrose from the dead. A lot changed for Jesus' disci-
plesin one year'stime. They went from disciple of Jesusto Apostles
of the churchin avery short time. They went from followersto lead-
ers. They went from frightened men and women hiding in an upper
room to brave and bold proclaimers of the gospel message.

Yes, alot changed for Jesus disciples, but the one thing that
did not change was that Jesus was with them. Sure, the way in which
Jesus was with them changed, but the fact that he was “with them al-
ways’ did not change. And as they moved forward in the ministry Je-
sus set before them, they did so knowing that Jesus would guide them
in all that they did in his name.

Continued on page 2 ...
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Continued frompage 1 ...

And now it is our turn to move forward. Some things will
be different for us in the next year, but one thing will remain the
same. Jesuswill bewith us.

Over thisnext year in my notesin our newsl etter, my inten-
tion isto help us consider the various aspects of ministry growth .
My hope isthat as we discuss places of growth and change, you will
be able to see your placein al this. Thefact is, this church needs
each and every member to get involved in ministry in and through
this church. God did not call usto be here simply to receive, God
called usto give. But let us not forget that giving, when it connects
with our God-given gifts, does not feel like aburden. Itisajoy to
respond to God’s calling. It isempowering to give out of our sense
of giftedness. It isfulfilling to give in response to God’ s gracious
presence.

It was a big step we took when we voted to move forward,
but it was the right step. Now begins the joyful journey for each of
us...

WE NEED CANDY! It takesalot of wrapped candy to fill all
those plastic eggs we usein our Annual Easter Egg Hunt ...
please bring your candy donation to church anytime before Easter
Sunday so we can begin stuffing our eggs. And planto join usfor
the hunt on Easter Sunday, following the 10:30 service, outside
on the lawn (weather permitting).

Attention East Woods M embers and Regular Attenders!
Easter Parking ...

Aswe all know parking spaceis very limited, so we' re asking that
you please try to park in the big grassy areafor Easter Sunday.
There will be a coned-off lane to access this area. Thanks for your
help in ensuring our parking is @elcoming@o our Easter visitors!
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April ‘06 Mission news

Kairos Cookies: we made 99 dozen cookies this February to
support an Emmaus Walk ministry in Washington State pris-
ons where laypeople and pastors minister to small groups of
prisoners. Many thanks to everyone who baked!! Please con-
tinue to pray for the incarcerated and for this program’s wit-
ness.

Share House Meal Service opportunities are on the 1st Wed.
and 4th Mon. of each month. Sign up on the clipboard during
church. Next dates: April 5, 24™ May 3" & 22",
Presbyterian Coffee Project: coffee for sale after services on
2"! Sunday each month. Decaf and regular organic are avail-
able in whole beans or ground. We order through Equal Ex-
change Interfaith Program (www.equalexchange.com/
interfaith) which ensures fair price directly to farmer coops.
Contact Pat or Carl Jones for more info.

One Great Hour of Sharing, a denominational and ecumeni-
cal offering, will be received at Palm Sunday and Easter.
Funds from this offering support the Presbyterian Hunger Pro-
gram, the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Program and the
Self Development of Peoples Program. Look for offering en-
velopes and inserts in the bulletin that tell you more about this
special offering.

Our Lighthouse Ministry Kids’ Drive will occur in April and
May this year. Thank you for participating last year by donat-
ing children® clothes and school supplies for this Christian
children’s ministry in the Philippines. We will start collecting
children® clothing, school supplies and toys on Sundays dur-
ing the months of April and May. We hope to ship all the do-
nations by June. A new aspect this year is an opportunity to
help the children in their job training by sending sewing pat-
terns. If you have sewing patterns that you would like to do-
nate, they would be greatly appreciated. Tess Castro is the
lead for this project.

Sincerely,

Ayn Lavagnino
Elder for Missions

Page 3



APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Check out East Woods NEW lending library!
You'll find books and periodicals available for check-
out each Sunday downstairs. Take advantage of the
learning opportunities that you may find and please
contact Gordon Wehner (253-8166) with any books
to lend, questions or comments.
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NOTICE: Easter Breakfast Fundraiser has

been cancelled.
Please support our Y outh and their Mission/Y outh
West trips by ordering/purchasing See's Easter
candy. Purchase priceis $4 each piece, and a portion
of every item sold will go directly toward our Y outh
Program! Please look for our sale/order table down-
stairs after worship each Sunday. Thank you so much
for your support of thisimportant ministry to
EAST WOODS YOUTH! :-)
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THANK YOU!

To al who have so generously supported out youth by pur-
chasing See’ s Easter candy. Y our response has been tremen-
dous and you are truly appreciated!

Coming up ...

Exploring the Lives and World
of Today’s Adolescents
Saturday, April 29th, 7-9 PM
Columbia Presbyterian Church
Free to the public!

Chap Clark, Ph.D, author, speaker, Professor of Y outh, Family and Culture
at Fuller Theological Seminary brings the latest academic and pastoral re-
search to his presentations. This night isfor all who love youth and are
called to care for them. Parents of adolescents, caring adults, the church,
parents-to-be, youth workers, teachers and anyone el se who wants to un-
derstand and help today’ s kids.

East Woods Men’s Retr eat

Friday, April 21st, through Sunday, April 23rd

At the Taylor’shomein Washougal

$20 non-refundable deposit isdue ASAP

Total cost $40 if paid by April 15, $45 after (please note on
your check that this payment isfor the Men’s Retr eat)
Contact the church office (944-5841) for mor e infor mation

Spring is here and time to think about
East Woods Family Camp
Mark your calendar for Wed. thru Sunday
July 19th thru July 23rd, Y ou can camp any dates you choose.
If you are interested, please contact
Diane Taylor @ 335-0565 or
Gordon Baker @ 883-9423 to secure your spot!
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Presbytery Per Capita Payment

East Woods includes in its annual budget a provision for contrib-
uting to the administrative expenses of our denomination. These costs in-
clude the general administration of our representative system of govern-
ment paid by the Synod and General Assembly, expenses of having presby-
tery meetings, the expenses of the presbytery council, committee meeting
expenses, judicial process, administrative commissions, directories, and the
cost of staffing and operating the Office of the Stated Clerk. East Woods
legal council on building zoning issues and financial services prior to char-
tering are both functions that received general administrative support.

Each church pays a portion of the administrative costs based on
its membership relative to the membership of the whole church. The cost
is thus apportioned on a “per capita’ basis. Every year the per capita
charge is calculated using an estimate of administrative costs for the up-
coming year divided by the previous year’s membership census. The per
capita for 2006 is then the estimated 2007 administrative expense divided
by the 2005 year-end membership census.

Theper capita reported for 2006 set by the General Assembly,
Synod and Presbytery is $21.04 per member.

If you are a member of East Woods, and would like to pay your
own per capita, please include a check in the offering plate some time in
this coming year. You can make a note in the margin identifying your
check as “Percapita payment” or use the envelope provided in the offering
envelop boxes you should have received at the first of the year. Last
month, the session voted to pay half of the our payment at the end of March
and the other half at the end of June. This should help with the flow of
funds for our church operations as well as give you time to get your portion
into the church.

As always, thank you for your support of East Woods and the mis-
sion of the Presbyterian Church.

East Woods Treasurer’s Report—F ebruary 2006

February Offerings: $11,364.43
February Expenses: $11,754.80
Y ear to Date Offerings: $23,355.60
Y ear to Date Expenses: $25,267.14
Building Fund Balance as of 2/28/06 $225,895.45

Thank you for your faithfulnessin giving!
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Maundy Thursday Communion Service

Thursday evening, April 13th, 6 PM

Soup & Bread Supper

khkkhkhkhkhkhkkkkhkhkkkhhhhhrhhhkkhhhkhhhhhhhhhrkrdhhixk

Easter Sunrise Service

Sunday, April 16th, 7 AM

Outside at the Grange (Please dress for weather)

Additional Easter Services of Worship

Sunday, April 16th, 2005

8:45 AM Service of the Resurrection
(This service will provide nursery care only.
Children 4 and older will stay in worship with their family)

10:30 AM Service of the Resurrection
(Nursery care and Sunday School will be offered at this service)

Easter Eqg Hunt for KIDS!

Right after the 10:30 service,
outside in the big grassy area (weather permitting)

Don’t forget to visit our website!
www.eastwoodspr es.or g

East Woods Presbyterian Church
At Fishers Grange

814 NE 162nd Avenue
Vancouver WA

Mailing Address:
PO Box 871091
Vancouver, WA 98687-1091

Church Phone;
(360) 944-5841

Newsletter monthly
Deadlineisthe
21st of each month.

Please submit all information and
articles either viaemail to
Eastwoodspres@aol.com, via phone
to the church office 944-5841, or
leave a hard copy on the office
desk. THANKS!!
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