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APRIL 2008 

East Woods News 

Dear Church Family, 
 What a blessing Easter Sunday was this year.  It was truly a 
joy-filled day.  Easter seems to be the high point moment for churches.  
Not only are we celebrating the risen Jesus, Easter also seems to draw 
folks in who do not normally attend worship regularly.  I know that is 
troublesome to some, but I really see it as an opportunity.  It is our op-
portunity to show folks, there is room for you here!  I sure hope we 
communicated that this past Easter week. 
 But you know, for the first disciples of Jesus, it was after 
Easter that the fun really began.  It was following the resurrection of 
Jesus that these disciples were called upon to take the ministry into 
their own hands and to begin to do what Jesus did.  And once the out-
pouring of the Spirit at Pentecost happened, the church was off and 
running. 
 “So, now what do we do?”   I wonder how many times that 
question was asked by those disciples in the days after Jesus’  resurrec-
tion and Pentecost.  Remember, Jesus did not say to them, “Go build 
churches.”   Jesus said, “Go and make disciples of all people, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, teaching them all 
that I have commanded you.”    That doesn’ t seem like a real big job 
description does it?  Well, maybe not until you consider all that goes 
into discipleship and Jesus’  teaching. 
 Anytime a church runs a Sunday School program, teaches an 
Adult Ed class or holds a worship service, we are following the great 
commission.  But, I would want to add that anytime the disciples in the 
church feed the hungry, care for the poor and help home the homeless 
we are following the great commission as well.   
 I guess the bottom line is, and you have probably heard this 
many times before, the church is not the place, it is the people in the 
place.  Therefore, the mission of the church is not necessarily place 
specific.  The mission of the church is to do what Jesus did, both inside 
and outside the building we call the church. 
 So, last month we celebrated Jesus’  resurrection.  Next month, 
on May 11, we will celebrate Pentecost.  Those are great celebrations 
but the real question is, “So, now what do we do?”   

Continued on page 2 …  
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Continued form page 1 ...  
 
 Here are the questions for April:  What would you like to see 
the disciples of Jesus at East Woods Presbyterian Church do?  What 
ministry do we need to take up?  What program do we need to add?  
What outreach do we need to get involved in?  And possibly the more 
important question, who is going to do it? 
 Imagine you were one of the first disciples. You have just ex-
perienced three years of training under the direct ministry of Jesus.  
You watched as he was killed and you were there when he appeared 
after his resurrection.  You were there when Jesus pronounced his great 
commission telling you to go into all the world…   
 Imagine that was you… So now what do you do?  
Now, stop imagining and realize this is what has taken place.  No, you 
were not the first hand witness to any of these events, but as these sto-
ries have been passed on to you it is now your turn.  We are not the first 
disciples of Jesus, but we are the current disciples.  And as the current 
disciples the calling is still the same. 
 So, now what do we do? 
 

Blessings, 
Scott 

New Member Classes!  
New Members Classes are scheduled for  Saturday, Apr il 26th or  Saturday, 
May 17th, 10 AM till 3 PM at the church.  The day will include fellow-
ship, discussion of the Presbyterian Denomination, as well as specifics 
of East Woods Presbyterian Church, lunch, and plenty of time to have 
your questions answered.  If you are interested in this opportunity, 
please call the church office (944-5841) or email Jan at 
jan@eastwoodspres.org if you plan to attend. 

Graduate Recognition Sunday, June 8th, 2008 
 

Are you, or do you know of a graduate (high school, college or 
beyond) who should be recognized?  Please contact the church 
office at 944-5841 or email jan@eastwoodspres.org.  They will 
be added to our List of Recognition!  Thank you. 
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Out of the ordinary comes something extraordinary.   
 

If you bring together a book, a baby, a handcrafted blanket and a parish nurse 
what do you get?  A world-wide Prayer Shawl Ministry.  If we didn’ t see 
God’s hand in this we might be surprised. 
 This month, three years ago, five women gathered in a home to begin 
this ministry and share a simple lunch of soup and bread.  Patterns for shawls 
were shared.  We chose the prayer blessing we would use for each shawl.  
Three years and nearly 500 shawls later we still meet each second and fourth 
Wednesday sharing shawls, fellowship, prayer and a meal. 
 This core group of women meets and makes shawls but many women 
who are unable to gather still participate by making shawls and passing them 
along.  Folks who neither crochet nor knit often donate yarn or money for ma-
terials.  We often say that these shawls are a physical manifestation of God’s 
love.  These shawls are given to people who are hurting and in need of special 
support. 
 We are blessed to have a parish nurse, Marilyn Bither, who shared the 
joy and comfort these shawls have brought to the recipients in our congrega-
tion at her Parish Nurse meetings.  As a result of her connections, we now pro-
vide shawls to Southwest Washington Medical Center, Legacy Salmon Creek, 
Providence Hospital (Portland), Portland Adventist Hospital and Portland Ad-
ventist Hospice. 
 One of our recipients had been struggling with mental health issues 
and told us that when she wrapped up in a shawl she felt peace for the first 
time in many months.  This is just one story.  We have arrived at the wonder-
fully unexpected dilemma of not being able to keep up with demand.  A physi-
cian at Portland Adventist Hospital recently donated $500 to our ministry so 
we have the resources but we need more hands. 
 

PLEASE HELP US.  WE NEED YOUR HANDS. 
·  If you already know how to knit or crochet, call us and we’ ll give 

you a pattern and yarn. 
·  If you used to know how to knit or crochet, we’ ll give you a pat-

tern, yarn and a refresher course. 
·  If you don’ t know how to knit or crochet we’ ll give you lessons, 

yarn and a pattern. 
·  All are invited to our meetings at Linda Fortney’s home. 

 There are no requirements on how many shawls you must make.  
Some make one in a day, some one in a week, some one in a year.  Regardless 
of the number of shawls you create we guarantee you will be blessed along 
with the recipient.  Out of the ordinary create something extraordinary. 
 
Contact Marilyn Bither at 891-6180 or rebither@msn.com  
OR Hilary Heizenrader at 834-2435 or westridge911@hotmail.com 
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East Woods Treasurer’s Report—February 2008 
 

February Offerings:    $15,494.97 
February Expenses:    $17,579.47 
 

Thank you for your faithfulness in giving! 

Come Now is the Time to Worship…. 
 

As we get comfortable within our new surroundings, there are new op-
portunities to experience God’s spirit…just to list a few within worship 
and the sanctuary… 

1. Our first service (8:45AM) still has ‘plenty’  of room.  It’ s the 
same great show and you’ re guaranteed one of the best seats in 
the house.  Come try it out! 

2. As we work with our sound system, know the best sound within 
the sanctuary is right in the middle.  If you’ve been struggling 
to hear during worship, try and move to the middle.  Please also 
know we realize the sound is not perfect it’ s ‘work in progress.’  

3. Due to our second service (10:30aAM already becoming quite 
full (what a glorious problem to have!) if you are a family with 
small children, if you could share a seat to make room for oth-
ers, that would be much appreciated.  Once the children head 
off to Sunday school there is always much open space, so for 
those who are in the back and having a hard time seeing or 
hearing, please move up during the time the children are leav-
ing...(and don’ t forget there is always room in the front row!). 

4. We have added additional chairs within the sanctuary in hopes 
to not have to use our overflow Narthex area.  We now have 
more room, but not quite enough Bibles to go around.  For 
those of you with special Bibles at home, bring them to church 
and follow along during the Scripture reading. 

5. Anyone out there wanting to lead an Ushers ministry at the 
10:30 service?  The worship team would love to hear from you!   

6. Last but certainly not least, as we ‘grow into our sanctuary’  
please be patient with the Sanctuary Contemplative Décor.  The 
worship team is hard at work! 

 

   Your East Woods Worship Committee 
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PARISH NURSE NEWS: Special Health Report for  Spr ing 
 

Check out all the headlines lately…dangers from food, infections and new 
viruses.  What can we do to keep ourselves and our families safe?  The CDC 
has sent out some tips to help us know what we can each do.  Knowledge is 
power, and here is some good news to help you understand and prepare for 
three current public health threats--but written here in no particular order. 
#1...Influenza pandemic (aka new viruses) Each year influenza and any new 
viruses cause an estimated 200,000 hospital stays across America.  The flu and 
other immunization shots protect you from most of them.  But sometimes, a 
completely new virus strain emerges, and until there is time to make a vaccine, 
everyone everywhere is at risk because no one is immune.  The CDC works 
with health services worldwide to detect new viruses, modernize our vaccines 
and stockpile medications and medical equipment for those times.  We just 
need to keep our immune systems ‘ tweaked’  by keeping our immunizations up 
to date. This protects the weak and the kids that need to be protected. 
#2...Food-borne illness..It is soon spring and summer and we will be buying 
more fresh fruits and vegetables. Outbreaks of food borne illnesses often cause 
alarm because they involve common foods that are special to spring and sum-
mer and the growing season. Most illnesses brought this way are mild, al-
though nasty, because they include nausea, vomiting and diarrhea.  Many dif-
ferent microbes and food items can be the sources of food born illnesses. Over-
all this country has one of the safest food supplies in the world.  Safety tips for 
us to use to keep our families safe include: 
*Clean-wash hands/surfaces often, always wash produce 
*Cook-always to the proper temperature-don’ t undercook 
*Chill-refrigerate promptly-room temp means bacterial growth. 
*Separate-Don’ t cross contaminate, when handling foods- 
    Wash hands between handling, esp meat/vegies 
#3...Staph Infections..caused by the bacteria Staphylococcus aureus. When 
skin is punctured or injured, staph bacteria can enter and cause infection. Most 
of these are minor and respond with Neosporin ointment or washing/bandaid. 
Rarely, an infection is more aggressive, spreading to deep tissues or entering 
the blood.  Now that some staph have becomes resistant to many antibiotics, 
treatment is more complicated. This is called MRSA infection or methicillin 
resistant staph aureus. Staph bacteria are usually transmitted by direct skin to 
skin contact or interaction with a shared item or surface, such as a towel or 
bandage, that has come into contact with someone else’s infection. Safety tips 
include: 
*Wash hands frequently or use alcohol based hand sanitizer (but     don’ t use 
that too often-breathing alcohol fumes--it’s potent!) 
*Clean scrapes/cuts and cover with bandages 
*Don’ t touch other peoples injuries/bandages 
*Don’ t share personal items, towels, razors, toothbrushes 
 
Stay Healthy! Bless you all! Marilyn Bither RN Parish Nurse  



Page 6 

NOTES FROM RENN: 
City Camp 2008 Non-Update:  One of the leaders of City Camp is in Mexico on 
a mission trip with his Senior High Youth Group right now (Oregon©s Spring 
Break is a week earlier than Washington©s).  He was so busy getting ready for his 
Spring Break mission trip that he couldn©t meet until after he gets back.  This 
means that the City Camp leaders have not even nailed down which week City 
Camp will be yet!  There are three possible starting dates that we are considering: 
June 22, June 29, and July 6.  But unfortunately we have no real update to give 
you!  As soon as there is more information, we©ll make sure to communicate it to 
you.  However, it IS important for you to know that, once again, City Camp will 
be open to incoming 6th through 9th graders, which means that those students 
currently in 5th grade will be invited to join this awesome mission experience! 
  
Beach Par ty!  Vacation Bible School: Sunday July 27th - Thursday July 31st, 

5:00pm - 8:00pm @ the East Woods Church Building 
  This year©s VBS is Cokesbury©s "Beach Party! Surfin© Through the Scrip-
tures."  It will take us on an exciting journey to the "ocean" where we will learn 

the basics of surfing, ride the wave of God©s love, and go home with a new Beach-
Be Attitude. Having a Beach Be-Attitude means being obedient, kind, forgiving, 

bold, and believing. 
  Our annual VBS is one of the most important outreach events of the year, 
and everyone at East Woods has a part to play to make it all happen!  No matter 
what your gifts, talents or availability may be, YOUR involvement is important!  
Right now the biggest priority is to discern who it is that God is calling to be this 
year©s Co-Director; once we know who that person will be, then we can begin to 

get all the other volunteers signed up.  So, if you have played a smaller part in our 
VBS before and think this might be your year to step up to co-direct, or if you are 

new to East Woods and feel God is calling you to this special ministry, please 
contact Renn or  a member  of the Youth &  Children's M inistr ies Committee. 
  Everyone who works with children or youth at East Woods fills out two 
forms for Personnel Committee representative Sandi Schoof, so that she can proc-
ess a background check with the WSP.  If you anticipate that you will be helping 
with VBS this year and you have not already done a background check with East 
Woods, please see Renn to obtain these forms so that your background check can 

go through while we are getting ready for VBS. 
  Surf©s up!  Start praying now for the children who will attend, for the 

volunteers who will share their faith by giving their time, talents and treasure, and 
for discernment on how you yourself will be involved in VBS this year! 

 

" Spr ing Check-In"  Meeting with the Youth &  Children's M inistr ies Commit-
tee: Sunday, Apr il 27th after  2nd service:  Sunday School teachers, other Youth 
& Children volunteers, and anyone else who is interested are all invited to attend a 
one-hour lunch meeting after the 10:30 service on Sunday, April 27th for our 
Spring Check-In.  We will use the time to hear about how things are going, share 
valuable feedback and ideas, ask important questions, and connect with our fellow 
workers in ministry.  Please mark your calendars to stay after church that day, and 
stay tuned for more details about food arrangements. 
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East Woods Lending L ibrary 
 

Books are available for check-out in the “cry room” 
Questions?  Call Gordon Wehner (253-8166) 

 Mission Opportunity:   Light House Ministry in the Philippines 
is  a residential home currently serving 100 street children.  What 
a great time to do some Spring cleaning!  We are in need of new 
or used spring and summer clothing for children ages 5 to 18 
years.  We can also use school supplies, shoes and socks.  Items 
will be collected during the months of April and May and will be 
shipped in June.  Donated items clearly marked may be left at the 
church office or given to Tess Castro, Chauncey Sprague or 
Melanie Phillips.  Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

THANK YOU!  Your gifts to our Youth and their participation in the 
30-Hour Famine raised $1,102, which can feed and provide care for 
3.06 children for one year.  

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE – NO APRIL FOOLS! 
 
 In April, East Woods Presbyterian Church will begin a new 
relationship with the residents of a Share House facility, Inn at Or-
chards.  This facility provides temporary living space for struggling 
families.  Residents rely on donations for immediate needs (food, 
clothing, person hygiene) and when they are ready to set up household 
when they move into their own apartments (dishes, cooking tools, 
bedding). 
 Previously, East Woods has helped at this facility by prepar-
ing dinner the first Wednesday and fourth Monday of each month 
which we will continue to do.  Beginning in April everyone in the 
congregation will have the opportunity to help out.  Each month we 
will collect and deliver food donations and “monthly specials.”   In 
April the special donations will be kitchen utensils such as can open-
ers, knives, spatulas, mixing spoons, etc.  Watch the newsletter each 
month to learn what our monthly special will be.  
 Look for collection bins in the Narthex beginning in April.  If 
you have questions or would like to sort and deliver our donations at 
month’s end contact Hilary Heizenrader at 834-2435.  
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YOUTH NEWS 
 

Mid-High Youth Group (6th, 7th and 8th Graders) 
Details of weekly meetings are communicated by email, so if you are not already on the 
Mid-High email list, please email Renn at renn.sanderman@gmail.com.  If you do not 
have email, please call Renn at 503-449-3948 and let me know so I can call you with 
important information. 
Mid-High Yooth Nooz 
 April 6th: No Youth Group- last chance to finish any Spring Break homework you might 
still have to do! 
April 13th: "What was that again?  Are you sure that's what it says?"  A recap of the 
most important three days in the history of the universe! 
April 20th: GAMES NIGHT!  Melanie's in charge of Youth Group- look out for a FUN 
time! 
April 27th: What makes Christianity different?  A look at some of the things Christians 
believe that are different from the beliefs of other world religions. 
May 2nd-4th (Fri 6pm - Sun 2pm): SPRING EXPLOSION!  A retreat with 10 other Mid-
dle School Youth Groups!  DON'T MISS IT!  (No Youth Group on Sunday night May 
4th.)  Registration forms will be available soon, with details on cost, scholarships, and 
what to bring. 
Senior High Youth Group  (9th thru 12th graders)  
 Please watch your email for updates.  Contact Lynette at 254-8088 or 
dandl10@comcast.net 
Just a reminder to youth and parents that most Sr. High communication will be done via 
email, so check yours at least once a week! :) 
APRIL 
4/2                    NO YOUTH GROUP-Spring Break 
4/9                    7:00-8:30 
4/16                  7:00-8:30 
4/23                  6:30-8:30  Sack Dinner & Game Night 
4/30                  7:00-8:30          
Lynette Nelson  dandl10@comcast.net  360-254-8088 
Heidi Puttkammer  justmehlp@yahoo.com 

Do you  have the gift of hospitality?    
 

If so the Evangelism & Outreach Team is looking for a group of special 
people to "welcome" guests at our WelcomeTable each Sunday. These 
team members will assist visitors in feeling welcome by providing the 
location of appropriate Sunday School rooms and/or nursery(if the there 
are children), rest rooms, and simply making sure they know East 
Woods is very happy to have them here. Please call Lynne Combs 
(835-3034) or Janet Luck (666-6526) if you can help. 
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East Woods Presbyter ian Church 
16210 NE 20th Street 
Vancouver   WA   
 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 871091 
Vancouver , WA  98687-1091 
 
Church Phone: 
(360) 944-5841 
(503)-802-4255 

Newsletter  monthly  
Deadline is the 

21st of each month. 
 

Please submit all information and 
articles either via email to  
Jan@eastwoodspres.org, via phone 
to the church office 944-5841, or 
leave a hard copy on the office 
desk.  THANKS!! 

Prayer  Chain 
Do you have a prayer request that you would like shared with our 
Prayer Chain?  Please contact Pat Jones (896-4007) or call the 

church office (944-5841).   Strict confidentiality is always  
observed by our members. 

Visit our  website for  sermon recordings, updated 
pictures and newsletter  information!   

www.eastwoodspres.org 

Tuesday Night Adult Education: Imagining 
L ife God’s Way – A Study of Parables 

 

Jesus taught in a picturesque way, using parables to communicate 
vital truths about God and God’s kingdom.  While many of these 
parables are familiar to us, understanding the depth of Jesus’  
teaching in parables can be a key to personal faith growth.  You 
are invited to join us for a six-week study of Jesus’  teachings in 
parables.  The class begins Tuesday, April 15th at 7:00PM and 
runs weekly through May 20th.  Because of the nature of the 
class you can come to all or just part of the evening.  For this 
class we will not be serving a meal but we will share desserts.  To 
sign up please call the church office 944-5841 or look for the 
clipboard at the sign up table in the Narthex.  Bible study is vital 
to spiritual growth so we do invited you to take this important 
step in faith. 
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