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Dear church family,

How many more days until Christmas daddy?’ | cannot begin
to tell you how many times | have been asked that question in
the past few weeks. | know that for most of us, thereis a build-
ing sense of anticipation this time of year, but nothing matches
that of a seven year old.

Then again, maybe the seven year old that is in each one of us
comes out from hiding when it comes to Christmas. Speaking
for myself, | will admit there is a healthy dose of excited antici-
pation around Christmas time. In fact, | believe this is one of
the main reasons Christmas is so special. It is a season filled
with anticipation, expectation and hope. The season of Advent,
the liturgical season we now celebrate as a church, is literally a
season of expectant waiting. An “Advent” is the coming of
something momentous, and for those of us in the church, we
know that this momentous event is the birth of Christ. Christ-
mas reminds us that the hope we have in God is more than a
promise. Itisaredlity.

The Old Testament prophets spoke of a day when God would
send his messiah. The people of Israel waited for that day with
expectant hope and eventually that day came. A promise,
building into a hope, followed by the fulfillment; thisis the cy-
cle of the Advent season. But do we need to limit this cycle to
the Christmas Advent alone? Advent, the anticipation of a mo-
mentous event, can happen throughout our lives in many differ-
ent arenas.

We await the advent of graduation, the advent of marriage, the
advent of the birth of our children and/or grandchildren,

(Continued on page 2)
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the advent of retirement; all these are advents in which we hope and
look for asindividuals.

Currently we are also awaiting several advents as a church. We are
awaiting the advent of hiring a new staff person to help with
children’s and youth ministry. We are awaiting the advent of build-
ing the new building. In fact, the second most frequent question |
have heard recently beyond, “How many more days until Christ-
mas,” is“When are you going to build the church building?’

| sure wish | had a good answer to that question, but until | do, |
think | am going to say, “We are in an advent period when it comes
to anew building.” There has been a promise; the new building will
come. We are currently in a period of expectant anticipation. But as
with any advent, the fulfillment will come.

As we continue to move forward as a church, as we approach a new
year, as we anticipate all that God will do in our church, let us enjoy
the season of Advent.

Blessings,
Soott

A smileforyou

(Actual) Church Bulletin Bloopers
The concert held in the Fellowship Hall was a great success. Special
thanks to the minister’ s daughter, who labored the whole evening on
the piano, which, as usual, fell upon her.

For those of you who have children and don’t know it, we have a
nursery downstairs.

Low Self— Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday from 7 to 8
pm. Please use the back door.

On a church bulletin during the pastor’ sillness: GOD 1S GOOD.
Pastor Hargreavesis better.

Potluck supper: prayer and medication to follow.
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Mission and Outreach News

Aswe head into 2005, the Mission & Outreach team has spent some
time revising our One Y ear Goals for Mission & Outreach, which
we would like to share with you. We prayerfully hope that you can
find a growth opportunity for you over this next year in this
ministry.

Dream: Create the opportunity for every East Woods member to
step out in faith and participate in at |east one missions or outreach
event over the next year.

M & O team pur pose

*  Build awareness inside the church about what we do in this area
and about the needs of the community around us.

*  Build awarenessin our loca community about our church and
our desireto grow and serve in Christ.

*  Equip our church membersto successfully fulfill their personal
missions or outreach ministry either through individual works or
through church-based opportunities.

OneYear goals

*  Support our students@rowth through enabling opportunities like
Share House volunteering.

*  Create easy opportunities like the Thanksgiving Food Boxes and
the Advent Giving Tree programs for the entire church family to
participate.

* Raise visibility about the needs in our local community and be
an active Christian presencein it.

* Raisevisibility about what God is doing around the world and
how we can join in by educating through Minute for Missions,
sharing missionary prayer needs, hosting missionary speakers, and
encouraging effective use of Mission Prayerbooks.

Upcoming opportunities

Share Orchards Family Shelter Meal Serviceison the 1st Wed. of
each month. There are two shifts,

4:30 - 6pm food prep

6:00- 7:30 pm food serving

Sign ups are on a clipboard at the back of church each Sunday

for this event. Continued ........
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Mission and Outreach continued

Advent Giving Tree: Wewill set up the Advent Giving Tree with
gift tags on the first Sunday of Lent. The giftsare for kids and
adultsin Clark County shelters and transitional housing. Gifts
should be in the $10-20 range. Our mid-high students are helping
with thetags. Lori Drummond and Katey Sandy are leading this
event.

Share House Gift Wrapping: Wed., Dec. 15, 7-8:30 pm

We are wrapping gifts for Share House®annual Christmas party.
The giftsare for Clark County®homeless and familiesin
transitional housing. Location/directions to wrapping warehouse will
be provided at church. FAMILIES welcome!

Upcoming need: Coordinator for the Kairos Cookie Bake Event
(late-Jan. - mid Feb., ~ 5 hrstotal)

Our next Missions & Outreach ministry team meeting will be in Jan.

In Christ,

S o

EWPC Women's News

Women' s retreat is over for another year, however, the pampering
doesn’'t have to end. How about a night of pampering, watching
movies, good old fashioned gab and of course, food! Marilyn can
whip out another afghan :].

Mark your calendars for Saturday, January 22", 2005, 6 pm.

Where: Diane Taylor’s home 335-0565
Bring: pampering items and a dish and drink to share
Wear: comfortable clothes

If you can’t make this one, no worries, the next one will bein April.
Celebrate the women at the well --- you!!
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Parish Nurse News

THE HEALING POWER OF PRAYER: After undergoing a bone
marrow transplant for lymphatic cancer last year, Mike Coyne, 33 of
Whitman, Mass., credits his healing to his doctors--and his faith.
Prayer provided him with reassurance that everything would be
okay. It gave him strength and peace. That may be why so many of
us turn to faith for healing. According to a Nation Institute of Health
survey of 31,000 people, prayer is the most commonly used form of
alternative medicine. Spiritual people tend to be optimistic and have
more self-esteem and social support; factors that improve health,
said a Yale researcher. She found that bereaved people who used
religion to cope needed fewer doctor visits than those who didn®
Other research has shown that prayer improves heart disease, hyper-
tension and cancer.

The idea that faith can heal is controversial, but recent studies report
positive findings. In a study of 999 cardiac patients from the Mid
America Heart Ingtitute of St. Luke® Hospital, those who had others
praying for them fared better than those who didn®receive interces-
sory prayers. In a 2004 study at the University of Washington, peo-
ple who had strong faith were more optimistic before undergoing
heart surgery; other studies have shown that prayer promotes healing
post surgery. From: December 2004 Readers Digest, health section.
Do you pray on aregular basis or just when you need OUR LORD
to help you? The research that | found in just an ordinary magazine
like the Reader’ s Digest was also found in the info | get every month
from the PCUSA health ministries/parish nurse resources.

Worried about health issues? TRY PRAYING. According to cur-
rent and continuing research, it® more likely to help than not. I@n
not saying that everyone who prays will have a miraculous healing,
but it does help in ways that we may never redize. Our LORD is
mysterious and thisisHISWILL, NOT OURS!! Try PRAYER for
five minutes every day. Lay whatever burden is worrying you on the
LORD, he will LOVE YOU MORE EVERY TIME. As a side ef-
fect, you just might also find that your BP is better, your anxiety/
depression are much better and life looks a bit happier.

Love, in Christ, Marilyn Bither, RNC
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December 1st—7:00—38:30 at the Nelsons
December 8th --7:00—8:30 at the Nelsons
December 15th —7:00-8:30—wrapping presents for
Share House (meet at location TBD) or at 6:30 at
Nelsons)

December 22nd—7:00 - 8:30 gift exchange and
games with Mid-High ($5 maximum)
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Fellowship News

December 11" — Christmas Caroling & Open House: The
evening will begin with Christmas caroling at Fishers Landing
Retirement Center at 5:30. Remember that the residents there
don't really careif you sing great or not, they just love to have
everybody come visit and say “Merry Christmas.” This year
the Bangert’s are hosting the Open House at their new home.
Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share and join in the fes-
tivities. Please - only adults at the open house. We do have
babysitters available from the youth group. Let us know if you
need help in this area.

Dinners of Eight — Each group of 8 will meet about every 3
weeks, 4 different times. By meeting 4 different nights for din-
ner each couple has a chance to host it in their home and also
decide what the menu or theme for the night will be. You
don't necessarily have to have the dinner in your home; you
can always decide to go out to arestaurant instead. Singles are
welcome. Dates 1/29, 2/19, 3/12 and 4/16.

July 21-24, 2005 — Family Camp at Fort Stevens. Mark
your calendars and request your vacations! Fort Stevens is
near Astoria, Oregon, on the coast. A $10 non-refundable fee
is due now to hold your spot. It will go toward your balance if
you attend, otherwise it will be forfeited due to costs incurred
by Reservations NW. Contact Jackie Koonce 891-4834 or
Lynette Nelson 254-8088 for more information.

For mor e information on these or any Fellowship activities,
or if you might want to join our planning team, please contact
Fellowship Elder, Terry Puttkammer at 882-9910.
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East Woods October Financial Report

October Offerings, Pledges, Contributions & Special
Offerings: $19,101. October Expenses: $25,538.

Y ear to Date
Offerings $114,543
Expenses $120, 825

Additional expensesin October due to mission commitment of
$7,500 and $2,853 for per capita payment.

Financial News ﬁ

Have you had a chance to compl ete your financial pledge card for
this coming year? Asthe session prepares to set its budget for
2005, we need to know what level of support we can expect from
each member and friend of the church. As mentioned in the stew-
ardship letter mailed a few weeks ago, we are praying for a strong
response this year as we attempt to stretch ourselves financially.
God has called us to be aministry presencein East Clark County.
In order to do that, God has blessed us with many gifted people
who love the Lord and are willing and able to support this ministry
through their gifts of time, talents and money.

The session believes that God is calling us forward this year by
expanding the staff to include a program minister, and to grow our
outreach so that we might touch the lives of more people. So, to do
this we need to increase the budget. Please, if you have not already
done so, take a moment to consider how you might respond in faith
and joy to the many blessings of God through this body of Christ.

If you are able to bring or send your pledge card to the church by
December 5, it will greatly aide the sessions work.
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Collmer, Chris 2-Dec

Shelton, David 4-Dec
Leung, Camilla 5-Dec
Bangert, Jim 7-Dec
Scherette, Kelsey 8-Dec
England, Judy 9-Dec
Harkin, Steve 17-Dec

Ikehara-Martin, Greg 18-Dec
Scherette, Glenda 18-Dec

Martin, Robert 19-Dec
Becker, Jamie 24-Dec
Johnson, Betty 24-Dec
Wehner, Gordon 25-Dec
Bissell, Abigalil 26-Dec
Koonce, Jackie 26-Dec
Stewart, Mark 27-Dec
Short, Christopher 28-Dec
Scoville, Drake 30-Dec
Castro, Roger 31-Dec

P raida

East Woods Presbyterian
Church

At Fishers Grange

814 NE 162nd Avenue
Vancouver WA

Mailing Address:
PO Box 871091
Vancouver, WA 98687-1091

Newsletter monthly deadline
isthe
21st of each month.

Written requests or disks are
to be placed on desk in the
conference room, or
emailed directly to
eastwoodspres@aol.com
Thanks!
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