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January 2006 

East Woods News 

Dear Church Family, 
 January is an interesting month for me.  Although it is the 
beginning – it often feels like the end.  Sure, we celebrate the 
coming of the New Year, but it comes at the end of the holiday 
season.  In January, we pack up the Christmas decorations and 
we don’ t put new things out.  In January, we gather the receipts 
from the past year to see what damage was done, rather than 
thinking of new purchases.  January is a cold month.  January is a 
dead month.  But January is also the beginning isn’ t it? 
 As most of you know, I am a football fan.  Of course with 
most of the games being played on Sunday it makes for a tough 
conflict with us pastor types.  But the thing with football is every 
team, at the beginning of the season, is playing for January.  That 
is the month the playoffs begin.  The difficulty though is that by 
January so many players have been beaten down and banged up 
that only the strongest survive.   
 Sometimes that is how January feels to me.  By the time 
we get through all the Christmas rush we can feel so tired and 
worn out we forget that it is this time of year we look forward to.  
That’s right.  Advent was the time of waiting.  We were waiting 
for the coming of Christ.  Now is the time we celebrate the 
Epiphany.    
 Epiphany is the time the church celebrates the full mani-
festation of God in the person of Jesus Christ.  God has made his 
appearance.  God is now with us.  Now is the time when we are 
called to live as if Christmas was real.  It is a new year and with 
this new year comes new promise and hope for the future. 
 Will this be THE year?  For what?   
 The doors of possibility are wide open for us both as indi-
viduals and the church.  Because God is with us, the world is ripe 
for change.  Because God is with us, all things are possible.  Be-
cause God is with us, we are not alone.           Continued on page 2 ... 
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Continued from page 1 … 
  

 As a church and as individual followers of Jesus, let us 
embrace this year as a new year.  Let us know that God wants 
to see us grow in faith and action and let us hold nothing back 
this year. 
 So, wouldn’ t this be a great year to build a church 
building?  What will that mean for you and your family?  
Wouldn’ t this year be a good year for you to get involved with 
a new ministry here at the church?  What would that look like 
for you?  Wouldn’ t this be a good year to share your faith with 
a neighbor?  Who needs to know God?  Wouldn’ t this be a 
good year to… 
 Sure it would?  Welcome to the new year!  Let’s grow 
together. 

� �� � � �� � ��	

 � � 

	

 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, January 29th, 2006 
Potluck following worship 

 
If your last name begins with 

please bring: 
A-H:  Main Dish 

I-O:  Dessert 
P-Z:  Side dish/salad 
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January ‘06 Mission news 
 Thank you to all who participated in our Advent Giv-
ing Tree. We provided gifts of joy for 99 individuals! Much 
thanks to Lori Drummond and Katey Sandy for leading this 
year’s event. Thanks to the youth group for making the gift 
tags and to Jon & Katey Sandy for getting the gifts over to 
Share House. 
 In case you missed it, John Haynes provided a wonder-
ful overview of his recent mission trip to Thailand with the 
Gideon’s. The team distributed 227,695 Thai Bibles in 3 dif-
ferent cities over 3 weeks. They interacted with students, hos-
pital staff & patients, people on the street. John has put to-
gether a descriptive and beautiful DVD with pictures and mu-
sic. Please contact him if you would like to see it and pray that 
the work that has been started will mature. 
Upcoming events 
 Share House Meal Service opportunities on 1st Wed. 
and 4th Mon. each month. Sign up on clipboard during church. 
Next dates: Jan. 4th and 23rd, and Feb. 1. 
 Kairos Cookies to Pr isoners is back in Feb. This year 
we will have a Minute for Missions speaker and will hand out 
ziplocks with instructions rather than cooking in the Grange.  
 Please see missionsfestnw.com for information on a 
free Missions Conference in Portland. 
     

Happy New Year,  Ayn 

Additional Share House needs: 
 

*   NON-PERISHABLE protein items like peanut butter, canned 
tuna or meat, energy bars for backpacks in the Children’s Hunger 
Initiative.  
 *   Canned soup, coffee, canned fruits for shelter meals.  
 *   Sleeping bags & winter blankets  
*   Volunteers for meal prep, children’s activities, client support, gift 
wrapping and Santa’s helpers for the Holiday Cheer Program.  
Donations can be dropped off at the Volunteer Center, 1708 Main 
St. in Vancouver. To volunteer, contact Share @360-695-7658. 
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Additional Oppor tunities to serve 
 

 

Because of the addition of our 8:45 AM service you 
now have even more places to be of service here at 
East Woods!  We will need Chair  set up Volunteers 
to be here much earlier, at 8:00 AM on Sunday morn-
ings, as well as additional greeter  and scr ipture 
readers to be at each service.  Please take a moment 
to sign-up as the clipboards are passed during wor-
ship, and the Worship Committee thanks each of you. 

All-Song Leader Potluck and Rehearsal 
Sunday, January 8th, after Fellowship time 

Do you LOVE to sing?  Can you carry a tune? 
Then we’d love to have you join us for our January Potluck/
Rehearsal.  Songleaders rehearse quarterly and commit to lead 
music about one Sunday a month (or more if you like).  Just 
bring your favorite dish to share and call Melanie Phillips 
(604-8399) or the Adamson’s (260-9475) to let us know that 
you will be there!   
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Simonsen Marilyn 1-Jan 
Anderson Nancy 4-Jan 
Smith Claire 4-Jan 
Fortney Linda 4-Jan 
Grasseschi Amanda 7-Jan 
Scherette Rob 8-Jan 
VanDeWege Anne 8-Jan 
Christian Amanda 8-Jan 
Schoof Sandi 8-Jan 
Scherette Rob 8-Jan 
Provost Florabelle 10-Jan 
Hubbard John 10-Jan 
Nelson Darin 10-Jan 
Perov Shawn 11-Jan 
Sprague Mary 14-Jan 
Pierce Mark 14-Jan 
Hess Bob 15-Jan 
Bissell Aiden 16-Jan 
Mouw Chloe 16-Jan 
Whitney Dyson 21-Jan 
Short Diane 22-Jan 
Brown Lynn 24-Jan 
Schoof Lindsay 25-Jan 
Haynes Ed  25-Jan 
Fiorito Becca 28-Jan 
Wilcox Storm 28-Jan 
Kearney  Kathy 29-Jan 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
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 � � �/ �0, 1. �� 	 
 � � � � � 	  � �$#� � � � � �� � �
 � � �/ �0, 1. �� 	 
 � � � � � 	  � �$#� � � � � �� � �
 � � �/ �0, 1!!!!
2- 22��� �#� � �& � � �� ���( � �� � �%	 ( � �	 �� � � 	 � �� � �2- 22��� �#� � �& � � �� ���( � �� � �%	 ( � �	 �� � � 	 � �� � �2- 22��� �#� � �& � � �� ���( � �� � �%	 ( � �	 �� � � 	 � �� � �2- 22��� �#� � �& � � �� ���( � �� � �%	 ( � �	 �� � � 	 � �� � � ����

East Woods Session Elders: 
 
Sandy Crispien – Building/Grounds 254-1807 
Linda Fortney-Treasurer   896-1989 
Steve Harkin-Personnel/Finance 891-9795 
Ayn Lavagnino-Mission/Outreach 834-5122 
Chris Luck-Children/Youth Ministry 666-6526 
Darin Nelson-Evangelism/Outreach  254-8088 
Melanie Phillips-Worship/Music 604-8399 
Terry Puttkammer-Fellowship  882-9910 
Kathleen Shelton-Cong. Nurture 604-2125 
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Upcoming Discipleship Class 
 

 The work of the Holy Spirit surrounds us and 
we are dependant on the Spirit to teach us, lead us 
and empower us for ministry.  And yet, of the three 
persons of the Trinity the Spirit’s presence and minis-
try is least understood.  Beginning Tuesday January 
17, the Spiritual Formation and Discipleship team 
will be offering a class which explores the ministry of 
the Spirit and the gifts the Spirit gives to us as believ-
ers.   
 We hope to be offering a meal fellowship as a 
part of this study and there will be child care avail-
able.  Watch for sign-up sheets in worship or call the 
church office if you are interested in being a part of 
this class 944-5841. 

East Woods Treasurer’s Report—November 2005 
 

General Fund  
Year  to Date Contr ibutions from all sources:   $121,808.13 
Year  to Date Expenses:     $116,737.95 
 
2006 Pledges as of December  18, 2005:     62 pledges 
General Fund:  $120,064        Building Fund:  $41,000 

Thank you for your faithfulness in giving!  

� � � � � 	
� � � 	� � � � 	

� � � � 	
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East Woods Presbyter ian Church 
At Fishers Grange 
814 NE 162nd Avenue 
Vancouver   WA   
 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 871091 
Vancouver , WA  98687-1091 
 
Church Phone: 
(360) 944-5841 

Newsletter  monthly  
Deadline is the 

21st of each month. 
 

Please submit all information and 
articles either via email to  
Eastwoodspres@aol.com, via phone 
to the church office 944-5841, or 
leave a hard copy on the office 
desk.  THANKS!! 
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� � 
		

# � 
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 � � � 
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� � * � � �+� � ) , 			
 
� �� 
	� � � -�� � � 
�� � �
� 	�� 	� �&

� � � � 	� . � � � � � � 	. � 	� � � 	) � ) . � � � +	

Special thanks to all of the volunteers who gave of 
their time and talents to make this Christmas Season a 

memorable one for East Woods.   
 

To all who agreed to set up chairs, greeters, scripture 
readers, sound and sanctuary set-up, songleaders, cof-

fee hour volunteers, Sunday School teachers, Chil-
dren’s Church leaders, Christmas Eve Candlighters, 
readers and singers, Advent Wreath Candle Lighting 
families, Giving Tree Coordinators, Giving Tree gift 
participants, Priscila for her gift of music, Renn for 
her work with the kids (and adults), and to Pastor 

Scott for his devotion to us, his congregation.  Most 
especially we want to thank Melanie, Missy, Alex 

and Martin Phillips for being so understanding about 
the time it takes to lead this church. 

 

WE APPRECIATE YOU! 
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