East Woods News

JUNE 2006

*Note: Each month between now and the time we move into the new
Building Scott’s letters are going to focus on a different program min-
istry area. Thismonthit is Fellowship and Greeting Ministries.

Dear Church Family,

One of the most common comments | hear made about our
church isthat we are afriendly congregation. While | don’t doubt this
at al, such acomment always leaves me wondering what exactly this
means. | mean most people believe their church to be afriendly con-
gregation. After all, who would be a part of a particular church if they
thought their congregation was unfriendly? We al think we are
friendly, so what makes East Woods different?

WEell, according to our new members, friendliness means when
they came to visit the church for the first time people talked to them.
People said hello, introduced themselves and greeted them with awel-
coming spirit. | guess not al churches do this. Although it would
seem to be anatural reaction for members to want new people to feel
welcome, not all churches have this welcoming spirit. | wonder why
that is?

It could be that members do not know each other well enough
to recognize new people. Maybe the church has just gotten too big or
there have not been enough fellowship activitiesin place for members
and frequent visitorsto interact. It could be that members know each
other too well and are so busy visiting with one another that they don’t
take the time to notice new people let a one welcome them.

It could be that the congregation is simply not interested in
growing. They like who they are and they like the size they are so they
figureif peoplelike usthey can stay if they don’'t then, “ Oh well.”

When | think of East Woods, | believe we have maintained a
welcoming spirit for many reasons. Mainly | believe being a new
church development for as long as we were meant that growth and
greeting potential new members was seen as essential for survival. |
think we saw new members as away to get ourselves out of the Grange
as well as the way to become the church God intended usto be. So, the
guestion is, will we maintain that welcoming spirit after the new build-

Continued on page 2 ...
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ingisbuilt?

My hunch isthereis not a person out there who does not
believe we will maintain that spirit but | will tell you once we move
into our new home we will need to beintentional about this. If the
predictions for growth hold true, we will have over 100 new visitors
to East Woods over the first six months. Are we ready for that? Are
we ready to greet and welcome all these new people? Are our fel-
lowship programs ready to include these new families? Will one
family standing at the door passing out bulletins be enough or will
we need to think through new ways to welcome visiting families?

Being awelcoming church does not happen by accident.

Not only does it take leadership to be committed to devel oping pro-
grams which will encourage interaction between members and visi-
torsto the congregation; it takes each person in the congregation to
commit themselves to having a hospitable heart.

Obviously not everyone who visits East Woods will find our
ministry to be a match to their needs, and that is OK. But we need
to do everything in our power to make sure the reason people choose
another congregation over usis not because they did not feel wel-
comed.

East Woods is awelcoming and friendly congregation.
What will your part bein helping to maintain that reputation?

East Woods New Summer
One Service Worship Time
Begins Sunday, June 25th and runs
through Sunday, September 3rd.
9:30AM

Congregationa Meeting
Sunday, June 11th
Following Worship

Topicsinclude Building Status
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June ‘06 Mission news

Share House Meal Service opportunities are on the 1st Wed. and
4th Mon. of each month. Sign up on the clipboard during church.
Next dates: June 7" & 26" and July 5" & 24"

Presbyterian Coffee Project: coffee for sale after services on 2™
Sunday each month. Decaf and regular organic are available in
whole beans or ground. We order through Equal Exchange Inter-
faith Program (www.equalexchange.com/interfaith) which ensures
fair price directly to farmer co ops. Contact Pat or Carl Jones for
more info.

Pentecost Offering (www.pcusa.org/pentecost) will be received
on June 4™. This offering provides funds to children and youth at risk
programs as well as child advocacy at the national level. This offer-
ing, along with One Great Hour of Sharing, Peacemaking and
Christmas Joy are the four offerings commonly received by all PC
USA congregations. As a growing church, it is good that all four are
now part of our giving tradition.

Please be in prayer for the PCUSA 217" General Assembly, con-
gregating this June 15-22 in Alabama. Representatives from alll
Presbyteries will come together to consider several important resolu-
tions to the life and culture of our faith community and to how we
engage with the world around us. Pray that the ~800 delegates will
bring discerning wisdom and love to their decisions.

City Camp is back this summer! Renn Sanderman, our fearless
intern, is resurrecting this amazing urban experience for our youth.
Students will spend a week in downtown Portland living and working
in the urban eco-system and learning about the challenges of pov-
erty and homelessness in our area. Please contact Renn for details
and encourage your student to participate.

This month marks the end of my 3 year term as a Session member
and Missions ministry lead for East Woods. Thanks to everyone
who has helped make this a memorable and special leadership role
for me. | have grown in my love and respect for our community of
faith by serving. We have come a long ways together as a church in
the area of Missions since we chartered 6 years ago. | am thankful
for what God is doing in and through us! Keep it up!!

Blessings,
Ayn Lavagnino
Elder for Missions
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS

VanDeWege Ivan 1-Jun
Berna' Chris 7-Jun
Scherette Bethany 11-Jun
Puttkammer Paul 12-Jun
Smith Kyle 14-Jun
Venneri Jo 14-Jun
Brown Steven 17-Jun
Shelton Kathleen 18-Jun
Brown Rick 19-Jun
Madrigal-Ross Maria 20-Jun
Bailey Lyse 21-Jun
Scoville Stephen 21-Jun
Burrell Julie 22-Jun
Campbell Bob 23-Jun
Perov Sydnie 24-Jun
Taylor Scott 25-Jun
Lashley Chris 28-Jun
Scovil Carol 29-Jun
Gipson Marjorie 29-Jun
Venneri Ross 30-Jun

East Woods L ending Library

Books will be available for check-out on the
4" Sunday of each month, on atable set up

downstairs. Any questions?
Call Gordon Wehner (253-8166)
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PARISH NURSE NEWS: Is my forgetfulness Alz-
heimer’s or just a senior moment? Alzheimer’ sdisease is
aprogressive condition that affects areas of the brain in-
volved in memory, intelligence, judgment, language and
behavior. It's more severe than the mild memory loss that
many people experience as they grow older. It affects be-
havior, personality, the ability to think clearly, and the
ability to carry out daily activities.

Thereis no blood test or brain scan that provides
evidenceto tell the difference in what’ s causing your for-
getfulness. It's a combination of signs and symptoms that
strongly suggest it.

Memory impairment is often the first and most tell-
ing sign. Not the minor stuff like misplacing your keys or
forgetting a name or phone number (thank goodness!!).
It's forgetting things that had been well learned, and it’s
the inability to learn new information. For instance there
may be difficulty in remembering what a common object
isused for, like acell phone, etc. Judgement is also poor,
one may dress inappropriately, or get avery different idea
in their head about someone that is entirely not warranted
or true. Balancing the check book will be impossible.
Personality changes are frequent, when aresourceful in-
dependent person will become belligerent, angry and be
unable to make any decisions, almost seem infantile.

Two simple tests are effective for home use in the
determination of either old age or Alzheimer’s:
1-have them draw a clock with all the numberson it and
set the hands at a specific time.

2-Y ou name 3 different items, wait 3 minutes and ask
them to repeat them back to you.

If they are unable to do either, that’ s an indication that
trouble' s brewing. Go to your Physician for further tests.
Be healthy! Blessings, Marilyn Bither, RN
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Children & Youth Notes from Renn:

The Decision (Confirmation class):

--June 11: Confirmation Sunday (* new date*): Baptisms and confir-
mation during the 10:30am service, followed by a reception after the
service.

Y outh and Children Committee: Our next meeting will be Tues-
day, June 13th, 7:00-8:30pm @ the grange. Contact Chris Luck for
agenda details for this month® meeting.

VBS Leader Meeting: Tuesday, June 20th, 6:30-8 PM

Summer Checkup: Children®@Ministry "Summer Checkup” meet-
ing and potluck will be after church (* 11am- note new time*) on
Sunday, June 25th (first day of summer worship schedule). Every-
one serving in any children®@ministry at East Woodsis strongly en-
couraged to attend!

City Camp: East Woods is once again offering our rising 6th-9th
graders the opportunity to attend City Camp, a combined effort with
First-Portland and St. Andrews Presbyterian Churches. This week of
community service experiences, reflection, growth, and good clean
fun is possible because of the commitment of many adult volunteers
from our three congregations. We need your help in three areas:

1. A background-checked East Woods member over age 25 to attend
as a chaperone for the entire week

2. Loan of two vehicles that have seatbelts for seven or more (such
asaminivan) for the entire week

3. Providing alunch or dinner meal during the week at St. Andrew®
church for the group (probably about 50 youth and adults)

Please contact Renn if you feel led to contribute to City Camp in any
of these areas or if you have any questions.

Summer Sunday School Teachers: The sign-up sheet for Summer
Sunday School teachersis steadily filling up, so if you want to be a
part of teaching this summer, check your calendar and pick your
week!

Graduation Cards. Please take amoment to sign graduation cards
for our graduating high school seniors after worship on June 4th. All
2006 graduates will be recognized on June 11th during worship,
with areception following the 10:30 service.
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Vacation Bible School '06,

“ Adventure of the Treasure Seeker”
Sunday, July 30th through Thursday, August 3%, 5-8 PM
at thegrange. Kidsages 3 yearsthrough entering 6™
grade, join usfor a GREAT time of fun, fellowship and
lear ning!

East Woods Family Camp
Mark your calendar for Wednesday thru Sunday
July 19th thru July 23rd,
contact Diane Taylor @ 335-0565 or
Gordon Baker @ 883-9423 to secure your spot!

First night deposit—$25
Wednesday—Sunday total cost—$94
Thursday—Sunday total cost—$72
Friday—Sunday total cost—$50

If you are bringing more than one vehicle, you are respon-
sible the cost and registration fee

All cooking will be done at your own campsite. No group
cooking. However, we can eat together at 6:30 PM each
evening. We will have group singing after dinner each
night and worship Saturday evening.

East Woods Treasurer’s Report—April 2006

April Offerings: $15,162.78
April Expenses. $17,479.96
Y ear to Date Offerings: $51,171.89
Y ear to Date Expenses: $53,705.95
Building Fund Balance as of 4/30/2006 $237,570.52

Thank you for your faithfulnessin giving!
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Congr atulations to the following East Woods Graduates ...

High School Graduates

Dan Adamson — Evergreen High School

Keith Brown — Heritage High School

Janae Burrell —Mountain View High School

Missy Campbell —Mountain View High School

Alex Heizenrader — Mountain View High School
Andrew lkehara-Martin — Columbia River High School
Kathleen Lambird — Lake Oswego High School

Dylan Y ates — Evergreen High School

Beyond High School

Stacy Adamson — (July ‘ 06) Associate Degree in Paralegal Studies

from Everest College

ChrisLashley — Bachelor of Business Administration in Manage-
ment Information Systems from Washington State University
Shirley Lashley — (December ' 05) — Bachelor of Business Admini-
stration in Accounting from Washington State University

Todd Peter son — Bachelor of Science in Neurobiology from the

Evergreen State College

Claire Smith — (December ' 05) Doctor of Education from the

School of Education at George Fox University. Dissertation — The Lexi-
cal Approach: Collocation in High School English Language Learners

Avery Smith —Master of Artsin Christian Ministries (Church
L eadership) from the Seminary at George Fox University.

Don’t forget to visit our website!
www.eastwoodspr es.or g

East Woods Presbyterian Church
At Fishers Grange

814 NE 162nd Avenue
Vancouver WA

Mailing Address:
PO Box 871091
Vancouver, WA 98687-1091

Church Phone;
(360) 944-5841

Newsletter monthly
Deadlineisthe
21st of each month.

Please submit all information and
articles either viaemail to
Eastwoodspres@aol.com, via phone
to the church office 944-5841, or
leave a hard copy on the office
desk. THANKS!!
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