East Woods News

M ar ch 2006

Dear Church Family,

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” Asthe exciting
news about the Presbytery’s approval of our loan package for the new
building beginsto sink in, the excitement changes to atime for strate-
gic preparation.

For those of you who may not have heard, last month the pres-
bytery trustees accepted our loan package request. This has enabled us
to seek the loan dollars needed to begin the construction on our first
church facility. The Synod portion of thisloan has aready been ap-
proved and we now await word from the General Assembly. | do feel
confident that this approval will come soon and we will be financially
“ready” to begin building. We have felt “ready” for yearsin terms of
our vision, now we are “ready” for redlity.

So, are we “ready” ?

In the theme music for Monday Night Football the singer says,
“Areyou ready for some football?” That always struck me as aweak
guestion. | mean what does it take to get ready as a spectator of afoot-
ball game? OK, you might need to be sure you have the snack table
ready. Maybe the remote to mute the inane comments of John Mad-
den, but after that it isjust kick up the Lazy —Boy foot rest and watch.

Being ready for afootball game and being ready to build a
church building are two very different things. First of all, building a
church building is not a spectator sport. Thiswill be a, “no lazy-boy
zone.” If we are going to build this building, we are going need each
and every member to be apart. Physically and financially we will need
your help. | know that many of you have already made financial com-
mitments to the building fund. The pledges made in 2004 will be met
in 2007 but thiswill only begin the financial commitment for the
church. Each year we will be facing approximately $65,000 in mort-
gage payments assuming the congregation affirms the loan package at
the meeting on March 5th. We will need to have another capital cam-
paign to meet this obligation and to prepare ourselves for future expan-
sion projects. Physically we are going to be calling on people to be
involved with the project too. We will have work parties and commit-
tee meetings where we will need your time and talent.

Continued on page 2 ...
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Continued from page 1 ...

All thiswill be important for the future of East Woods, but
the second and possibly the most important place we will need to be
ready is spiritually. Any time a congregation undertakes a project
this big the commitment to the church istested. And if the commit-
ment to the church is simply a commitment to a building and not to
the ministry that will take place in the building, the commitment will
be shaky at best.

Aswe build the walls of the church the vision of the congre-
gation must reach beyond the bricks and mortar, the lumber and
nails —the vision needs to reach flesh and blood. Ministry iswhy
we build. Spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ isthe purpose of the
church. To the extent that we believe this building will help usin
this task, we will be successful. As soon as the building becomes
the end vision we will fail. That iswhy we need to ask ourselves,
“As| commit myself to support my church financially, how will |
support my church with my time and talent?’

Our passion for abuilding isimportant but it will be passion
for ministry that will sustain us. Buildings get old, ministry must
remain fresh and new.

So, are we ready to build? Maybe the better question is, are
each of usready to give our very best to this project? If God has
called usto build, if thisis God’ swill for our church, if we are fol-
lowing God' s guidance in this project, there is no doubt of our readi-

Ness.

Ash Wednesday
Service of Renewal
Wednesday evening, March 1st
7PM at the Grange
Please join us as we begin the Season of Lent
with an evening of quiet reflection,
confession and forgiveness.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING ON

SUNDAY, MARCH 5th, 2006

Immediately following the 10:30 worship service

We will be discussing our building design and loan status.
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M arch 2006 Mission News

As part of the Lenten season, Christians often adopt a new discipline or
spiritual practice as away of focusing their minds and hearts on renewal .
Sometimes a physical practice like missions can increase your awareness to
needs in this world and help you experience God'’ s grace in a whole new
way. Below are some opportunities during Lent to consider including as
part of your spiritua life.

Share House M eal Service opportunities are on the 1st Wed. and 4th Mon.
of each month. Sign up on the clipboard during church. Next dates: March
27th and April 5th.

Equal Exchange I nterfaith Program (www.equalexchange.com/
interfaith) worksin partnership with communities of faith, including the PC
USA, to make a difference in the lives of small farmers and their families
through a Fair Trade worker-owned coop. When our Missions team wasin
Guatemala last spring, we were educated about fair trade issues for coffee
farmers who sometimes have been pushed off their 1and by forces beyond
their control. In response, we would like to help our congregation become
more aware of these issues through access to this program. Starting March
11, we will be serving organic Fair Trade coffee during Fellowship time.
And you can order bags of Fair Trade coffee after services. Pat Jonesisthe
contact person for ordering coffee. Cost is approximately $6/Ib for high
quality organically grown beans. The program guarantees that the farmers
get aviable profit for their goods so that they can continue to farm sustaina-
bly within their communities. Come try a cup!

One Great Hour of Sharing, adenominational and ecumenical offering,
will be received at Easter. Funds from this offering support the Presbyterian
Hunger Program, the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Program and the
Self Development of Peoples Program. Look for offering envelopes and
insertsin the bulletin that tell you more about this special offering. For two
yearsin arow, we were able to give $1430. Let’ s keep this tradition going!

Our Lighthouse Ministry Kids Drive will occur in April and May this
year. Thank you for participating last year by donating children®clothes
and school suppliesfor this Christian children’s ministry in the Philippines.
We will start collecting children®clothing, school supplies and toys on
Sundays during the months of April and May. We hope to ship al the do-
nations by June. A new aspect this year is an opportunity to help the chil-
drenin their job training by sending sewing patterns. If you have sewing
patterns that you would like to donate, they would be greatly appreciated.
Tess Castro isthe lead for this project.

Ayn Lavagnino, Elder for Missions
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Haynes John 3-Mar
\Whitney Sean 3-Mar
Price-Yates Patty 4-Mar
Bissell Austin 5-Mar
Burrell Jenae 5-Mar
\Wilcox Chris 6-Mar,
McEllrath Kate 7-Mar
\Woodward Charles (Woody) 7-Matr
Koonce Brandon 10-Mar
Stewart Susan 11-Mar
Stephens Bonnie 12-Mar
Brown David 13-Mar
Sandy Jon 14-Mar
Luck Chris 15-Mar
Brassard Mary 19-Mar
Bissell Brad 21-Mar
Erlandson Jeri 24-Mar|
Rogers Ron 24-Mar
Schoof Stan 26-Mar
Schoof Katelyn (Katie) 28-Mar
Anderson Kurt 29-Mar
Pierce Susan 29-Mar
Smith Avery 29-Mar
Smith Christine 30-Mar|
Adamson Jan 30-Mar
Adamson Rich 31-Mar

Check out East Woods NEW lending library!

You'll find books and periodicals available for check-out each
Sunday at worship, in the back of the room. Take advantage
of the learning opportunities that you may find and please con-
tact Gordon Wehner (253-8166) with any books to lend,
guestions or comments.
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NOTICE: Easter Breakfast Fundraiser has been cancelled
dueto decreasing attendance.

Please support our Y outh and their Mission/Y outh West trips
by ordering/purchasing See’s Easter candy. Purchase priceis
$4 each piece, and a portion of every item sold will go directly
toward our Y outh Program! Please ook for our sale/order ta-
ble downstairs after worship each Sunday. Thank you so
much for your support of thisimportant ministry to
EAST WOODS YOUTH! :-)
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If you have graduated from high school and are interested in
becoming an official member of East Woods, please talk to
any or all of these folks: Renn, Pastor Scott, or Kathleen Shel-
ton (the elder for congregational nurture.) You might learn a
lot by helping out with the Confirmation class, or perhaps a
one-time New Members class on a Saturday would work better
in your schedule. Let®talk!

East Woods Men’s Retr eat

Friday, April 21st, through Sunday, April 23rd

At the Taylor’shomein Washougal

$20 non-refundable deposit isdue ASAP

Total cost $40 if paid by April 15, $45 after (please note on
your check that this payment isfor the Men’s Retr eat)
Contact the church office (944-5841) for mor e infor mation

Page 7




NEW MEMBER CLASS
Saturday, March 25th, from 10AM till 4 PM
at the home of Jim & Shirlee Bangert
The day will include fellowship, discussion of the
Presbyterian Denomination, as well as specifics of
East Woods Presbyterian Church, lunch, and plenty
of time to have your questions answered. If you are
interested in this opportunity, please call the church
office (944-5841), email the office at
eastwoodspres@aol .com, or contact Kathleen Shel-
ton at 604-2125 or Darin Nelson at 254-8088.

Calling all East Woods Singer s!!

Mark your calendars and tune up your voices! The choir is
reassembling to participate in worship on Easter Sunday! We
want to invite all who have sung in the past, and all who would
liketo sing, to join usin rehearsals starting Sunday after -
noon, March 12 and continue on the following Sunday’s,
March 19, and 26 (no rehearsal on April 2 because of Spring
Break) and April 9th right after worship (LUNCH IN-
CLUDED at all rehearsals!). We've changed rehearsal times
S0 as to accommodate any who might not want to drivein the
dark so ... PLEASE JOIN US!

Special Thanksto Claire Smith for her leadership!

East Woods Treasurer’s Report—January 2006

January Offerings: $11,991.17
January Expenses: $13,575.94
Y ear to Date Offerings: $11,991.17
Y ear to Date Expenses: $13,575.94
Building Fund Balance as of 1/31/06 $217,089.74

Thank you for your faithfulnessin giving!
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Maundy Thursday Communion Service

Thursday evening, April 13th, 6 PM

Soup & Bread Supper

khkkhkhkhkhkhkkkkhkhkkkhhhhhrhhhkkhhhkhhhhhhhhhrkrdhhixk

Easter Sunrise Service

Sunday, April 16th, 7 AM

Outside at the Grange (Please dress for weather)

Additional Easter Services of Worship

Sunday, April 16th, 2005

8:45 AM Service of the Resurrection
(This service will provide nursery care only.
Children 4 and older will stay in worship with their family)

10:30 AM Service of the Resurrection
(Nursery care and Sunday School will be offered at this service)

Easter Eqg Hunt for KIDS!

Right after the 10:30 service,
outside in the big grassy area (weather permitting)

Don’t forget to visit our website!
www.eastwoodspr es.or g

East Woods Presbyterian Church
At Fishers Grange

814 NE 162nd Avenue
Vancouver WA

Mailing Address:
PO Box 871091
Vancouver, WA 98687-1091

Church Phone;
(360) 944-5841

Newsletter monthly
Deadlineisthe
21st of each month.

Please submit all information and
articles either viaemail to
Eastwoodspres@aol.com, via phone
to the church office 944-5841, or
leave a hard copy on the office
desk. THANKS!!
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