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MARCH 2007 

East Woods News 

Dear Church Family, 
 My dad grew up on a farm, which means my childhood 
was filled with stories that started with, “Back when I was a 
kid…”  Actually, dad was pretty good at story telling and, for the 
most part, he did not rub in the fact that, by comparison, my life 
was much easier.  I suppose if he had I probably wouldn’ t have 
listened anyway.   
 But as I have gotten older I realize that his life on the 
farm was much more challenging than mine.  My dad grew up 
without electricity in his house.  My dad grew up having to work 
a few hours before heading off to school, and then when he got 
home more chores awaited him.  My dad grew up eating what 
they had grown or what they had canned.  And grandma canned 
everything, even meat.  When I have similar conversations with 
Martin, I have to say things like, “When I was a kid we didn’ t 
have Cartoon Network or chewy granola bars.”   Somehow it 
doesn’ t seem to have as great an effect. 
 You know, a lot has changed over the years.  Some 
changes are celebrated while others are lamented.  But all change 
brings new challenges to each generation.  And sometimes, when 
things do change they leave such a lasting effect that entire insti-
tutions have to adjust.   
 Several years ago, I read a book on youth ministry which 
talked about changes in the experience of young people which 
the author, Michael Warrens, believed was greatly effecting not 
only the youth culture but all of us.  He called it, “ the loss of con-
sequence.”  
 When Warrens talked about the “ loss of consequence,”  he 
wasn’ t simply referring to consequence as it related to discipline, 
although he included this as part of the discussion, for Warrens 
consequence was being lost everywhere, especially in the family.   
 For example, using my dad’s farm experience, one of his 
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chores was to milk the cow.  If dad did not milk the cow, the whole 
family went without milk.  If he did not milk the cow for enough 
days in a row, not only would this make for a very unhappy family, 
and cow I might add, but eventually the cow would stop producing 
milk.  In other words, there was a direct consequence for my dad 
doing or not doing his chores. 
 Warrens’  thesis is that, for many of us today, major conse-
quence has been removed from the family equation or it has at least 
been greatly reduced.  In the past, the family was very dependant on 
every member doing his or her part.  If someone failed to do their 
chore or live up to their responsibility, the whole family was ef-
fected.  This happens to a much lesser extent today.  Due in part to 
modernization, we are no longer as dependant on one another in this 
same way. 
 Hmmmm, have you ever wondered how this way of think-
ing might effect the church?  I have!  There is a theory out there in 
the world of Church Ministry which says 10% of the people do 90% 
of the work.  I’d say East Woods, for the most part, beats this aver-
age.  I would venture to guess that we have more than 10% of our 
members active in the ministry of this congregation.  And yet, I also 
know that there are some ministries in need of help.   
 For example, Coffee Hour.  We need people to help with 
coffee set up and clean up.  Now on the one hand this might not 
seem like a vital ministry for our congregation, but if you consider 
the fellowship ministry aided by having coffee ready for our mem-
bers and visitors you might see just how important this is.  And this 
is merely one example.  We are constantly looking for new Sunday 
School teachers, mission volunteers, worship helpers, etc.   
 What would happen if we could be a church in the year 
2007 with the mindset of a farm family from the 1940’s where every 
member of the family had a job to do and did it for the strength of 
the whole?  Can you imagine what we could do together? 
 My hope and prayer is that each of us will listen to God’s 
call and in doing so, each will discover our place to minister as a 
part of the family.  There is joy in service and there is strength in 
family. 

 � � � � �� � � �� � �	�
� 
 � � 
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March ‘07 Mission NEWS: 
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering on Palm Sunday – April 1:   Since 1949, 
Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians through One Great Hour 
of Sharing to share God’s love with people experiencing need. Our gifts support 
ministries of disaster response, refugee assistance and resettlement, and commu-
nity development that help people find safe refuge, start new lives, and work to-
gether to strengthen their families and communities. The Presbyterian Hunger Pro-
gram receives 36 percent of undesignated One Great Hour of Sharing gifts, while 
the Self-Development of People and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance each re-
ceives 32 percent.  For more information go to www.pcusa.org/oghs/. 
  

March Minute for Mission & Coffee Hour:  On Sunday, March 11, we will receive 
news from our Kairos ministry brothers and sisters.  We will hear updates from the 
past year in regards to their ministry efforts and then be receiving in cookies the 
following two Sundays March 18 and March 25.  Attention ALL Bakers (and any 
others who would like to be involved in this prison ministry!)  Mark your calendars to 
bake some cookies up and bring into church on the 18th or 25th.  
 

International Mission News:  East Woods Presbyterian Church has been provid-
ing "The Light House" ministry with school supplies and clothing for the children 
since June of 2005.  Last year, 10 of the 80 children were reunited with their fami-
lies.  As was shared in last month’s newsletter, the Mission committee will be pur-
chasing a sewing machine to aide a family in starting a clothing business.  We will 
be looking for patterns, notions, and fabrics to send along with the machine.  
Please watch your bulletins for details on when to donate.   
 

Share House Meal Service:  This is a wonderful way to ‘serve’ the community!  
March Dates:  Wednesday, 3/7 & Monday, 3/26 …Watch for the clipboard signups 
on Sundays!  Contact Melanie Phillips (604-8399) with any questions. 
 

Presbyterian Coffee Project:  It’s TIME to ORDER…Sunday, March 11th down-
stairs during both coffee hours (Organic Coffee 6 12oz bags for $37.50, Decaf Or-
ganic Coffee 6 12oz bags for $43.50).  If you don’t want 6 bags, partner up with 
someone and split the order!  Cocoa and tea will still be sold individually (Cocoa 
12oz can $4.80 and $3.50 for a box of tea).  We order through Equal Exchange 
Interfaith Program (www.equalexchange.com/interfaith) which ensures fair price 
directly to farmer coops.  If you’re not at church on the 11th and need to order, 
please contact Carl & Pat Jones @ 896-4007. 
 

February Minute for Mission & Coffee Hour:  East Woods’ welcomed Paulus 
Dharma Susanto on Sunday, February 25.  He was a wonderful presence in the 
congregation and shared about his home country of Indonesia and the Christian 
school ministry he is working to build.  Thank you to Claire Smith for introducing 
Paulus to us and also thank you to Tess Castro for her help in hosting the coffee 
hour portion of his visit!  For further information about Paulus’ ministry, email him at 
paulus@aaronsrodministry.org 
 

Blessings,  Melanie Phillips, Elder for Missions 
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East Woods Lending L ibrary 
 

Books will be available for check-out on the 4th Sunday of each 
month, on a table set up downstairs.  Questions? 

Call Gordon Wehner (253-8166) 

Service of Prayer and Contemplation 
 

Sunday evening, March 4th, 7PM at the Grange 
This service will include  time for extended silent prayer, contempla-

tive music & singing and quiet reflection.   
Sorry, NO childcare will be available. 

New Member Class  
 

Saturday, March 3rd, from 10AM till 4 PM  
at the home of Jim & Shirlee Bangert   

The day will include fellowship, discussion of the Presbyterian De-
nomination, as well as specifics of East Woods Presbyterian Church, 
lunch, and plenty of time to have your questions answered.  If you 

are interested in this opportunity, please call the church office (944-
5841), email the office at eastwoodspres@aol.com, or contact  

Kathleen Shelton at 604-2125. 

Lenten Worship Ser ies 
 

 The season of Lent is a season of preparation for Easter.  It 
is a time of reflection, repentance and renewal.  This year’s Lenten 
series is designed to draw you into a deeper understanding of Christ 
and give you a more complete picture of how Christ lives in you.   
 Join us for one time or come every week.  The evening is 
for the whole family and begins with praise and worship followed 
by a meal fellowship.  We then move to a time of discussion and 
learning.  Kids will be downstairs with Renn and adults upstairs 
with Scott for a time of small group conversation and growth. 
 The Lenten series begins February 27 and continues for five 
consecutive Tuesday’s ending on March 27.   Look for sign-ups in 
worship this month, or call the church office (944-5841) to get your 
name on the list. 



Page 5 

East Woods Treasurer’s Report—January 2007 
 

January Offerings:     $13,193.60 
January Expenses:              $13,334.73 
 
 

Building Fund Balance as of  1/31/07             $245,000.00 
 

Thank you for your faithfulness in giving!  

Are you taking par t in our  Scr ip fundraising program? 
 

Dear Families and Friends of East Woods, 
 If you could provide the youth program and/or the Building Fund 
of East Woods with a free gift of $400 a year, would you do it?  For the 
past five years we have had a gift certificate program that allows you to 
provide such a gift to the youth of East Woods or the Building Fund with 
not one penny in additional cost to you.  This program is currently being 
used by thousands of churches and schools all over the United States.  It is 
called scrip.   
 You may be wondering what, exactly, is scrip?  Scrip is a real and 
negotiable gift card/certificate from one of over 70 participating local and 
national merchants.  These gift cards/certificates are identical gift cards/
certificates issued by participating stores.  We work with the Tigard-
Tualatin School District Scrip program.  They buy these gift cards/
certificates in large bulk volume from grocery, department, drug and retail 
outlets all over the United States.  We then purchase the gift cards/
certificates in increments as low as two dollars and sell them to you for full 
face value.  You can use those gift cards/certificates to buy normal every-
day items…, which you would purchase anyway…in those stores.  The 
discount we receive becomes income for our youth program or Building 
Fund…and it does not cost you one penny more than you spend now.   
 If you buy, for example, $100 worth of scrip for Fred Meyer or 
Safeway, it costs you $100.  You get your gift card/certificate for $100 to 
spend at Fred Meyer on whatever you want.  Since East Woods bought the 
gift card/certificate for $96, Fred Meyer or Safeway has, in essence, do-
nated $4 or 4% to East Woods.  There are no restrictions on scrip.  You can 
buy anything you want, get change back (most times in cash), use coupons, 
buy things on sale, etc.   
 Remember, you are already spending this money.  All you have 
to do is buy the gift certificates through the church, rather than paying cash 
at the store. Scrip has been a wonderful fundraiser for our youth program 
and the Building Fund. It is a gift you can freely give to them by simply 
using gift cards/certificates rather than cash at the stores that participate. 
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Youth Fundraiser : See's Easter  Candy Sale! 
  

The youth of East Woods in grades 6-12 are planning a great 
event schedule for this spring and summer, including re-

treats, conferences and mission experiences.  We rely 
on your support to raise the money to make these programs 

possible, and our next fundraiser will be a sale of See©s 
Easter Candy.  Teens will be taking orders individually, and 
there will also be a display available on Sunday mornings 
downstairs.  Thanks for continuing to support the youth of 

East Woods!  
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CHILDREN & YOUTH NOTES FROM RENN: 
 

New in March: First Sunday Children's Worship for  children 
age 4 through 2nd grade dur ing the 10:30 AM service 
  

Beginning March 4th, Worship Committee member Lori Drummond 
will lead a worship time for children age 4 through 2nd grade during 
the second service on the first Sunday of each month.  Children in 
this age group will participate in the main worship service until the 
Hymn of Preparation, when they will transition downstairs.   
  -- Parents that wish to keep their younger children in the service 
are welcome to do so. 
  -- Children 3 years old and younger may play in the nursery or re-
main in the main worship service with an adult.   
  -- Students 3rd grade and older are now welcomed into full partici-
pation in the main service, in recognition that they have grown up 
enough to worship this way.   
  -- For those parents wishing to have their younger children partici-
pate in Communion, the parents will be asked to go downstairs to 
get their kids as soon as the invitation for the congregation to come 
forward is offered.  
 
Many thanks to Lori for answering God©s call to lead our children in 
this special time, and blessings for her preparation and leadership! 
 If you have any questions about these new changes, please ask 
Renn, Scott or Lori. 

 * *****************************  
  

Mark your  calendars now for  this summer 's  
Vacation Bible School: August 5th-9th, 2007 

  
Get ready for the Ride of a Lifetime:  

L ift Off! Soar ing to New Heights with God 
A hot-air balloon adventure where Sky Scouts will  

·  Experience the panoramic view of God©s love  

·  Fuel their journey through Power Prayer Bible verses  

·  Launch into action serving others  

Everyone at East Woods can be involved, whatever your gifts 
are!  Stay tuned for more details in the coming months! 
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One Great Hour of Sharing 
Together we can make a difference 

Offering will be collected 
Palm Sunday, April 1st, 2007 

For more than fifty years, Presbyterians have joined with Christians 
throughout the nation in supporting One Great Hour of Sharing, responding 
to Christ©s love for all people by joyfully sharing that love with people in 

need. The refugee and the stranger have found food and safe shelter; those 
stunned by the aftermath of disasters have found relief and help rebuilding; 
and communities seeking to take control of their future have found partners 
in development. Presbyterians© gifts support the work of The Presbyterian 
Committee for the Self-Development of People, Presbyterian Disaster As-
sistance, and the Presbyterian Hunger Program. The hundreds of millions 
of dollars Presbyterians have given over the last half century have enabled 
a powerful witness to the love of the One who came that all might have life 

more abundantly. 
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Maundy Thursday Communion Service 
Thursday evening, Apr il 5th, 6 PM 

Soup & Bread Supper 
 

** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * ** * **  
 

Easter  Sunr ise Service 
Sunday, Apr il 8th, 7 AM 

Outside at the Grange (Please dress for weather) 
 

Additional Easter  Services of Worship 
Sunday, Apr il 8th, 2007 

 

8:45 AM Service of the Resurrection 
(This service will provide nursery care only.   

Children 4 and older will stay in worship with their family) 
 

10:30 AM Service of the Resurrection 
(Nursery care and Sunday School will be offered at this service) 
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East Woods Presbyter ian Church 
At Fishers Grange 
814 NE 162nd Avenue 
Vancouver   WA   
 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 871091 
Vancouver , WA  98687-1091 
 
Church Phone: 
(360) 944-5841 

Newsletter  monthly  
Deadline is the 

21st of each month. 
 

Please submit all information and 
articles either via email to  
Eastwoodspres@aol.com, via phone 
to the church office 944-5841, or 
leave a hard copy on the office 
desk.  THANKS!! 

Visit our website!   
www.eastwoodspres.org 

Regarding guidelines for  
Non– Church related announcements: 
 
In response to many requests, the Session has directed that 
" All solicitations for events unrelated to the immediate life of 
the church be directed to the downstairs bulletin board" .  If 
you have a community event you would like the East Woods 
family to know about, please place your information on the 
downstairs bulletin board for all to see. The bulletin board will 
be re-designed to offer up a designated area for these types of 
announcements and will be updated regularly. East Woods 
family members are invited to check out the bulletin board 
each week to look for any new events. Thank you.  

Ensemble Forming to Offer Special Music 
on Palm Sunday:  Calling all instrumentalists!  If you 
play an instrument and would like to be involved in an ensem-
ble that will offer music during worship in April, please con-
tact Renn Sanderman (503-449-3948 or 
renn.sanderman@gmail.com) or Roger Castro (360-687-5698 
or rgccpa2000@yahoo.com) to let us know of your interest! 
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