East Woods News

May 2005

Dear church family,

On May 15 we will be celebrating the birth of the C/
church. That isthe Church with abig “C” and the church with a
little“c”. May 15" is Pentecost Sunday. On that day we remem-
ber the beginnings of the Christian Church as God sent his spirit
to empower the disciples. On that day men and women of the
first century church took the charge of Jesusto heart. Jesus had
told his followers to, “Go into the world and make disciples of all
people.” He had promised them that he would be with them al-
ways. The church believed that message and lived by his calling.

On Pentecost Sunday in 2000 (June 11, 2000) another
church was born — the East Woods Presbyterian Church. Like
the first Church, this church was born as disciples of Jesus took
the charge of Jesusto heart.

It ishard to believe that it was five years ago that we cele-
brated the official beginning of this church. It isamazingto see
the growth and development this ministry has undergone. But
none of this happened by accident. Everything we are today
came to us through the hard work of disciples of Jesus and the
empowering presence of the Holy Spirit. We are who we are to-
day because Jesus promised to be with us always.

To be sure, as with the first church, there have been days
of struggle and moments of difficulty, but | rejoice in God calling
meto be a part of this church. | firmly believe that this church
was planted here by God for areason. | believe that we are being
called to bring the hope of the kingdom of God to our members
and our neighbors. And the more faithful we are to proclaiming
the Gospel message, the more “successful” we are as a church.

| haveto say | struggle with the word successful because
it issuch a cold word these days. Success is measured in such a
wide variety of ways it is sometimes difficult to determine what
we mean. (Continued on next page)
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(Continued from page 1)

Is success measured in the size of acongregation? Is
it measured by the scope of the programs? Isit measured in
the size of its budget, or the amount of money given to mis-
sion? Success can be such asubjective term it is sometimes
unclear for us to know what is meant when we use the word.

But biblically, | think we are successful to the extent in
which we are willing to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ,
and to live out the love of God found in God’s grace. The
book of Acts, where we hear the story of the early church and
Pentecost, does not tell stories of building campaigns nor does
it tell us about program development. Instead we read about
the faithfulness of men and women telling the story of Jesus.
We read of people responding to that story, seeing themselves
in that story, and giving themselves to the continuation of that
story. And | believe East Woods has become a part of this
successful tradition.

S0, please join us on Sunday, May 15 to celebrate Pen-
tecost and the birth of the C/church (that is the Church with a
big “C” and the church with alittle“c”.) . Let uscelebrate the
success of the C/church (that is the Church with abig“C” and
the church with alittle“c”.) . And let us pray for continued
success in our living out the calling of Jesus.

Blessings,

A SPECIAL REQUEST FROM
THE GRANGE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Please park on the paved portions of the parking lot as much as
possible. Wewould like to protect the irrigation pipes that run
under the lawn and out to the garden area. Please DO NOT
PARK ON ANY of thegrassy areasthat are near the sign
and up against 162nd Avenue. Thank you for your help in
this matter.

—TFishers Grange Board of Directors.

Page 2




May 2005 MISSION AND OUTREACH NEWS

Thanks for all your prayers and support for the Guatemala Discovery
Trip. We couldn’t have been there without you! Hopefully, we suc-
cessfully shared our learnings and excitement at the potluck. If you
would like more information about CEDEPCA where Dennis &
Maribel Smith are missionaries, please visit www.cedepca.org. If
you would like more information about our Minute for Mission
speaker from Nicaragua, please visit www.witnessforpeace.org.

Thank you for participating in One Great Hour of Sharing. We
raised an offering of $1406.34 on Easter which is on par with last
year’s offering. Special thanks to Marjorie and Tracy Gipson for or-
ganizing and all the Minute for Mission speakers for sharing about
the offering during Lent. For more information about how the offer-
ing will be used, see www.pcusa.org/oghs .

Opportunities
We have added a second night to our Share Orchards Family Shel-

ter Meal Service:
1st Wed. each month Dayleen Harkin — 1% shift lead,
Tami & Shawn Perov — 2™ shift lead
4™ Mon. each month: Hilary Heizenrader - lead
There are opportunities on two shifts:
Food prep 4:30- 6 PM
Serving and clean up  6:00 - 7:30 PM.
Sign ups are on a clipboard at the back of church each Sunday.
There are openings for May 23" and June 8.

Coming in May ... children’s clothing drive for Lighthouse orphan-
age, a church and community based residential center for abused,
abandoned or neglected children in the Philippines. When spring
cleaning, please set aside children’s clothes, shoes, school supplies
and books. Bring items to the church marked “Lighthouse” by June
12. Website: www.mtwphilippines.org/mercy/lighthouse.htm. Event
lead: Tess Castro

Next Missions and Outreach Meeting: May 9, 6:30—8 PM at the
Grange. All are welcome!

In Christ,
Ayn
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Share Orchards needs:

Here are afew things that the Share Orchards kitchen could use. If
you want to provide something, mark it “ Share Orchards’ and bring
it to the church office. We will make sureit gets there!

Sturdy potato peeler (will getslots of use)
Large potato masher

7-8 gallon pot with lid

Measuring cups for both dry and liquid measure
M easuring spoons

Tall large stirring spoons (at least 12" long)
Sturdy can opener

Sharp chopping knives, paring knives

Kitchen Aide mixer

Costco-sized non-perishrable garlic salt, cornstarch, basil, oregano,
chicken bouillon; canned goods.

Next Mission/Outreach meeting, May 9th, 6:30 PM at the Grange
In Christ, Ayn

East Woods Treasurer’s Report—

March, 2005

Asof 3/31/05

General Fund Balance: $19,654.61

Building Fund Balance:  $162,638.71 w/o March interest)
Genera Fund

Mar ch Offering from all sour ces: $12,177.54
March Expenses: $10,010.27
Difference: $2,167.27

OneGreat Hour of Sharing Offering: $1,406.34

Thank you for your faithfulnessin giving!
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Parish Nurse News M arilyn Bither, RN
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Fellowship News O

For more information contact: Terry Puttkammer Vg - a
882-9910 | :E‘ V

Family Camp at Fort Stevensin As-
toria, Oregon —

July 21-24"

All Church Picnic — September 11™ Join in an afternoon
of food, games and fellowship after church at Lewisville
Park in Battleground.

For moreinformation on these or any Fellowship activi-
ties, or if you might want to join our Fellowship team,
please contact Fellowship Elder, Terry Puttkammer

at 882-9910

WE NEED:
‘r | Someone to be our regular tear-
” down and clean-up person after
h each Sunday’ s fellowship time.

This job would be an every Sun-
day commitment (or could be
shared) and it includes taking garbage to outside bins,
sweeping and mopping the downstairs floor after eve-
ryone leaves, and seeing that everything is clean and
in place before locking up the Grange each Sunday.
Please contact Terry Puttkammer (882-9910) if you
are interested in this service opportunity.
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Happy Fifth Birthday East Woods!

In June, we will mark our fifth anniversary as a chartered
congregation. We chartered on Pentecost Sunday, June 11, 2000.
Sometimesit is hard to believe that so much time has passed, but
when you look at the al the changes, it might seem like it has been a
lot longer. Whatever your perspective, the fact iswe are five years
old as a church, and to make that anniversary special we are going to
celebrate.

As Scott will be out of town on the Sunday closest to June
11, the worship team has decided that we will celebrate our fifth
birthday on Pentecost Sunday, which thisyear fallson May 15.
On that day in worship, we will remember the blessings of God in
the past and look forward to the blessingsin the future.

If you would like to be involved with the planning team for
this special service, please call Scott at the church office 944-5841.

Grange Work-Day, Saturday, May 7th

Come one, come all to a special Grange Clean-up day to be
held on Saturday, May 7", from 10 AM till we're done,
We will work in conjunction with the Grange folks to clean
out closets, storage rooms and rearrange our office to best use
the space that we have. We will share the costs of the dump-
ster with the Grange and make a point of going through every-
thing that has accumulated in our office over the years. If you
can help, wear your work clothes and join us for this work
day!

KNITTINGINTO THE MYSTERY

Following our initial query on the level of interest for knitting
shawls and blankets for those in or near our congregation in pain, we
are encouraged. So far we have at least 6 participants, two of whom
are just now learning to knit or crochet. We are meeting on the 2nd
and 4th Wednesday’ s of each month, 10 AM at Hilary Heizenrader’s
home. Want more information NOW? Contact Hilary at 834-2435.
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Martin Ken 4-May
Puttkammer Heidi 8-May/|
Lashley Shirley 9-May
Baker Patty 10-May
Adamson Dan 13-May
Schoof Lindsay 13-May
Brown Nathan 14-May
Solvason Carol 14-May
Stewart Bill 16-May
Stetson Marjorie 17-May
Christian Marcia 21-May
Adamson Stacy 24-May
\Wilcox Nick 25-May|
Liebman Mildred 26-May|
Lavagnino Ayn 27-May
Koonce Noah 28-May
Rogers Jennifer 29-May
Grasseschi Bryan 29-May
Lavagnino Albert 30-May

East Woods Presbyterian Church
At Fishers Grange

814 NE 162nd Avenue
Vancouver WA

Mailing Address:
PO Box 871091
Vancouver, WA 98687-1091

Church Phone;
(360) 944-5841

Newsletter monthly
Deadlineisthe
21st of each month.

Please submit all information and
articles either viaemail to
Eastwoodspres@aol.com, via phone
to the church office 944-5841, or
leave a hard copy on the office
desk. THANKS!!
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