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MAY 2007 

East Woods News 

Dear Church Family, 
 Martin had his first little league baseball game last week.  We 
had suffered a few delays due to some untimely rainouts but finally got 
one in.  Before the game began the coach called the boys together and 
gave them the traditional pep talk.  “OK boys, I want you to keep your 
head in the game at all times.  Remember, we want to have fun and do 
our best.  So, when you are out on the field I want you to chatter, and 
play together.”   He then began to call out the names of the boys and the 
positions they were to play. 
 Name after name, position after position until the nine names 
and nine positions were filled, leaving Martin and two other boys 
standing on the sideline.  Looking around at the other boys warming up 
in the field Martin finally said,  “Hey coach, does that mean we’ re 
benchwarmers?”   It was funny and sad at the same time.  
 That is the thing about baseball, baseball has benchwarmers.  
And while all the kids will get their opportunity to sit the bench, there 
are some who seem to get a little more dugout time than others.   
 Life can feel that way too.  Sometimes it seems like there are 
players and there are spectators.  There are those in the field and there 
are those on the bench.  There are those who are called upon to be out 
in the “ field of play”  everyday and those who are rarely given a chance.   
 The church on the other hand should be very different than the 
world.  In the church, there is no such thing as a spectator.  All are im-
portant.  The playing field is everywhere.  And the bench…well there 
is no bench.   
 At the end of this month, we are going to be celebrating Pente-
cost, the birthday of the church.  It’ s the day the Holy Spirit was sent to 
empower men and women to continue the work of Jesus.  And, in a 
way, it was the day everyone was called off the bench and into minis-
try.   
 Ephesians 4 tells us that each of us is given gifts.  We are not 
all given the same gifts, but each of us has gifts.  The church then is the 
place where we are to become equipped to use these gifts for ministry.  
The problem is, being equipped to use our gifts and actually using them 
is quite different.  Using our gifts for ministry is not a choice.  It is not  
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a decision to be debated.  It is a calling from God.  God expects us 
to put our gifts to use.  And God has given us a church and a world 
community in which to use them. 
 The miracle of Pentecost is perhaps that the Spirit did not 
simply empower the already powerful.  The Spirit did not simply 
empower those in major leadership roles, those with wealth, and 
those with authoritative influence.  The Spirit offered the gift of em-
powerment to all people.  Pentecost opened the world to the power 
and gifts of the Spirit.  Including you.   
 We celebrate Christmas and the gift of Jesus.  We celebrate 
Easter and the gift of hope of eternal life.  And we celebrate Pente-
cost and the gift of the Spirit and the open door of the church to the 
world. 
 So on May 27th, Merry (Or is it Happy) Pentecost, 
� � � �

� �� � � �� � � 	�

 � � 

�

East Woods Treasurer’s Report—March 2007 
 

March Offerings:     $13,922.66 
March Expenses:              $11,714.97 
 

Thank you for your faithfulness in giving!  

 

Service of Prayer and Contemplation 
Sunday, May 6th  

7PM at the Grange 
This service will include time for  

extended silent prayer,  
contemplative music & singing and quiet re-

flection.   
Sorry, NO childcare will be available. 
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May ‘07 Mission NEWS: 
 

Presbyterian Coffee Project:  It’s TIME to ORDER…Sunday, May 13th down-
stairs during both coffee hours (Organic Coffee 6 12oz bags for $37.50, Decaf Or-
ganic Coffee 6 12oz bags for $43.50).  If you don’t want 6 bags, partner up with 
someone and split the order!  Cocoa and tea will still be sold individually (Cocoa 
12oz can $4.80 and $3.50 for a box of tea).  We order through Equal Exchange 
Interfaith Program (www.equalexchange.com/interfaith) which ensures fair price 
directly to farmer coops.  If you’re not at church on the 11th and need to order, 
please contact Carl & Pat Jones @ 896-4007. 
 
May Minute for Mission & Coffee Hour:  The Gideons International will join us 
Sunday, May 20th to share of what East Woods Church is doing in 181 countries 
around the world.  East Woods, through its support of purchasing Bibles and Scrip-
tures, have made a difference in many people’s lives.  A Gideon will join us to 
share of some of these experiences.  Also, there will be a table downstairs with a 
basket for donations to purchase Scriptures. The Gideons are volunteers that have 
one goal "to reach the people of our world for Christ".  If you are able, please plan 
on sharing in the offering for Bibles downstairs on May 20th. Did you know we had 
four Gideon members within our midst at East Woods? Thanks for your support to 
reach the hurting ones in our world. 
 
The Pentecost Offering:  Will be collected on the day of Pentecost (May 27, 2007).  This 
offering provides a direct way to meet the needs of children at risk, youth, and young adults.  
Congregations are encouraged to keep 40% of the Offering to support ministry with children 
at risk in their communities.  The General Assembly’s portion (60%) provides leadership 
development opportunities for Presbyterian youth and young adults and supports children-at-
risk programs at the national level.  Since 1998, Presbyterians of all ages have raised over 
$7 million for these ministries that benefit younger members of God’s family.  For more infor-
mation go to: http://www.pcusa.org/pentecost/ 
 
Share House Meal Service:  This is a wonderful way to ‘serve’ the community!  
May Dates:  Wednesday, 5/2 & Monday, 5/28 …Watch for the clipboard signups 
on Sundays!  Contact Melanie Phillips (604-8399) with any questions. 
 
Thank you for your continued Faithfulness!:  Our One Great Hour of Sharing 
Offering collected on Palm Sunday was $1,583.93!  Keeping in mind this offering 
provides the Presbyterian Hunger Program receives 36 percent of undesignated 
One Great Hour of Sharing gifts, while the Self-Development of People and Presby-
terian Disaster Assistance each receives 32 percent.  For more information go to 
www.pcusa.org/oghs/. 
 
Blessings, 
Melanie Phillips 
Elder for Missions 
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Women’s Suppor t Group 
 

In October of 2006, at our annual Women©s Retreat, we talked about 
starting a Women©s Support Group that would continue the theme of 
©women supporting women©. This idea came to fruition on March 4 
of this year, when we held out first support group meeting. The 
group is open to all women of East Woods ( whether members or 
not) and is meeting every other week at the grange on Sundays, be-
ginning at 12:30 and ending around 2 pm. There is no formal 
agenda, other than an invitation for all attending to feel safe to share 
what is going on in their lives, to ask for and receive support and 
prayer and to be present to offer the same to the other women in at-
tendance. We all agree to keep these discussions confidential and 
often we reconnect during the time between meetings to "check-in" 
with each other to see how things are going.  
Unfortunately, we do not have child care available and we ask that 
attendees do not bring their children with them, as sometimes we 
discuss adult topics ( like the challenges of parenting!). If you have 
questions about the group please feel free to contact Mary Pierce, 
group facilitator, at (360) 576-8522 or (503) 312-8557. Hope to see 
you at one of our future group meetings.  
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CHILDREN & YOUTH NOTES FROM RENN: 
 

Class Photos in Sunday School on May 20th  
If you (or your child/children) attend one of our Sunday School classes, 
please make a special effort to be present on Sunday May 20th. We will be 
taking class photos that day and we don©t want anyone to be missing from 
the photo of her/his class!  
 
Background Checks Being Updated  
The Personnel Committee is preparing to update the background check 
information for all volunteers and staff who minister with our youth and 
children. If you receive a form to fill out, please return it to Sandi Schoof in 
a timely fashion. Contact Sandi with any questions you may have. If you 
do not receive a form to fill out by June 1st, but would like to have your 
information updated so that you may volunteer in the future, please contact 
Renn Sanderman or Sandi Schoof. With your help, East Woods can con-
tinue to be a safe and effective place for all of us to grow in our disciple-
ship of Jesus Christ!  
 
Coming in June: City Camp 2007! June 24th-29th 
City Camp is open to all students who are entering 6th through 9th grade in 
the fall of 2007. That means that this year, those students currently in 5 th 
grade are invited to attend! We©ll spend a week living at First Presbyterian 
Church of Portland©s secure campus in downtown Portland. Every morning 
we will work in the community in places like soup kitchens, food banks 
and hospitality centers for the homeless. Every afternoon we will have an 
exciting recreational activity in a different part of the Portland area. We 
will spend the evenings worshiping, learning about God, processing what 
we have experienced, and oh yeah, playing fun games!  
If your school is still making up for snow days during the week of City 
Camp, you can still participate! We encourage you to join the camp in pro-
gress when school is out. Even if you don©t get a day to sleep in until after 
City Camp is over, you©ll be so glad you didn©t miss it!  
City Camp relies on the support of the three participating congregations in 
many ways. There will be opportunities available for adults to help provide 
meals and other leadership during this special week. If you are interested in 
volunteering, contact Dale Peterson or Renn Sanderman for details!  
The cost for City Camp will be $100 again this year for students. Last year, 
East Woods contributed an additional $268.89 to cover the costs of City 
Camp, which came from the 40 percent of the Pentecost Offering that con-
gregations are encouraged to keep to support ministry with children at risk 
in their own communities. This year, the ©actual© registration cost for City 
Camp is $125 per student; it is our hope that East Woods can support City 
Camp again by providing $25 per student out of the congregation©s portion 
of this year©s Pentecost Offering.  
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Prayer Chain 
Do you have a prayer request that you would like 
shared with our Prayer Chain?  Please contact  

Congregational Nurture Elder, Kathleen Shelton 
(604-2125) or call the church office.   Strict confiden-

tiality is always observed by our members. 

 Vacation Bible School 2007 at 
East Woods will be held August 
5 th-9th, 5-8pm Sunday through 
Thursday:  Children age 3 
through 5th grade and their friends 
will be invited to "Soar to New 
Heights with God"  on the Ride of 
a Lifetime, using the theme of a 
hot-air balloon adventure to ex-
plore the essentials of Christian 
faith during this fun-filled week!  

 

Family Camp:  August 22-26th, 2007.  
Devil’s Lake Campground near Lincoln 
City, OR.  $20 per day, with overflow park-
ing $5 per day.  All fees are due in full by 
July 15th, 2007.  Please contact Tim or 
Noelle Martinez at 944-7299 or ballet-
mom6@earthlink.net 
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East Woods Presbyter ian Church 
At Fishers Grange 
814 NE 162nd Avenue 
Vancouver   WA   
 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 871091 
Vancouver , WA  98687-1091 
 
Church Phone: 
(360) 944-5841 

Newsletter  monthly  
Deadline is the 

21st of each month. 
 

Please submit all information and 
articles either via email to  
Eastwoodspres@aol.com, via phone 
to the church office 944-5841, or 
leave a hard copy on the office 
desk.  THANKS!! 

Welcome to our Newest Members: 
 
Bill Dean was not able to attend our class due to illness, but wants to join 
East Woods now and attend a future class.  He recently married East 
Woods member Nancy Carpenter. 
Carol Domench has been involved in several different churches in her 
faith journey.  She enjoys playing the guitar and all types of music, reading, 
and continuing to learn and evolve in the world.  She works part time in the 
Battle Ground School District as a therapist and part time at Planned Par-
enthood. 
Pr iscilla Gipson has been attending East Woods for about 3 years.  She 
was raised in Southern Idaho and graduated from Linfield College.  
Priscilla then went to Seminary in California and became a home care mis-
sionary in New York.  She has also been an Assistant Pastor.  Priscilla has 
lived in several states, but now feels that Vancouver and East Woods are 
her home. 
Debra Jerome was raised in Dearborn, Michigan.  As an adult she moved 
to Tucson, AZ and then to the Portland area.  Debra has found a home both 
at East Woods and with Kirk Love and his family and she now feels that 
her life is complete. 
Ray Jones was born in Arizona and has lived in the Spokane area, Idaho 
and California prior to moving to Vancouver.  Ray worked for the Federal 
government in the Immigration Department and served in the Navy. 
Jessica Papantchev is Carol Domench’s daughter, and her husband Drago 
also attends East Woods, so it is their family church home.  Jessica was 
raised Catholic, but never felt at home there.  Pastor Scott married Jessica 
and Drago and they fell that East Woods is where they want to be. 
Don Schultz is from a large family and was raised on a farm in the Daven-
port, WA area.  He has lived mostly in Washington, Oregon and California, 
working as a teacher.  Don has also been involved in sports and  has been 
an active member of other churches prior to coming to East Woods. 
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