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November  2004 

East Woods News 

Dear church family, 
 
I have a day timer appointment calendar on my computer.  This is where I 
keep my “ to do”  list.  I like keeping my schedule there because it is easy to 
update and if I don’ t finish something on the list, it automatically moves that 
item to the next day.  Another helpful feature is the prioritizing option.  It 
works like this; as I add a task to the list, I can choose to label it high priority, 
number one, two, three or low priority.  This is a helpful feature to most peo-
ple, but I have one small problem.  Everything on my list is High Priority! 
 
I must admit that part of this is just my issue.  If I was more realistic with my 
time and more critical with my task, I would be able to better list the tasks in 
order of importance but sometimes it is just impossible.  Doing a lesson plan 
for a class on Tuesday has to be done by Tuesday so on Monday, that is a top 
priority.  Getting the bulletin done so that Annette can have it Tuesday morn-
ing also needs to be done, so on Monday that is a top priority.  And so it goes.  
The due date dictates “ top priority.”  
 
But here is the problem with that method.  If the “due date”  dictates the impor-
tance of an item, what happens with the things with no “due dates”?  Visits, 
writing notes to members, making calls to someone I know needs a call, when 
are those due?  Thus the dilemma of ministry.  Some of the most important 
things to do have no due date and, because of that, the temptation is to label 
them Low Priority.  You know I think Jesus would have done things differ-
ently.  In fact I know he did. 
 
For example, remember his experience with children?  Jesus was busy doing 
the important tasks of ministry; teaching adults, healing the hurting, confront-
ing the leadership of the faith, and along come a group of children.  High pri-
ority or low?  To the disciples there is no question.  “Hey, you parent; can’ t 
you see Jesus is busy talking with the important people?  Get that kid out of 
here.”  But to Jesus, “Let the children come to me.”    
 
Or what about the time when Jesus was coming into Jerusalem and the blind 
beggar kept shouting his name, pleading for help. The crowd could see how 
busy Jesus was and this man was just a broken beggar.  They tried to quiet him 
down but he shouted all the more.  But Jesus stopped, talked with the man, and 
then healed him. 
 

 (Continued on page 2) 



Page 2 

Do you know what really convicts me?  I know that Jesus never missed 
a visit with someone because he had to write a sermon, but have I?   But 
enough about me, what about you?  How does your “ to do list”  look?  
Where are your top priorities?  Or enough about us, what about the 
church?  What are our churche’s top priorities?  
 
Last month the session met to discuss the budget and part of that process 
is truly priority making.  At the beginning, everything seems to be a top 
priority.  But as each of us makes pledges for this year’s giving, that 
priority list gets pushed.  Soon the priority list will need to be re-
examined.  So what will immerge as the top priority then?   
 
At that last meeting, the session determined that hiring a Christian Edu-
cation Director for our children is the high priority.  This seems to be the 
most pressing need.  But it is also a big financial commitment.  Soon 
you will be receiving a pledge card in the mail.  There will be a nice 
letter asking you to consider what you and your family are willing and 
able to give.  As we add up the pledges, the session will use that total 
pledge to determine the final priority list.  We know God has called us to 
build a building in the coming year, but now is the time to consider the 
ministry with which God is calling us to fill that new building.  We sim-
ply ask that when you receive your stewardship pledge card you prayer-
fully consider, “What is God calling us to do as a church?  What do our 
top priorities need to be? And, how is God calling me to support these 
priorities?”    
 
Blessings,  Scott 

Free   Free    Free   Free   Free    Free 
 
Free smiles 
Free laughter 
Free good times with our kids 
 
The Children and Youth Ministry is looking for six people who are will-
ing to teach Sunday School.  We use a rotation model for teaching our 1st 
through 5th graders  at East Woods.   The curriculum teaches a concept in 
different styles such as Bible discovery, art, theater and movement.  The 
theme is taught for a whole month in the different styles.  If you would 
be willing to teach, you would be teamed with two other people and 
teach two Sundays every other month(That’s an average of once a 
month).  The way the rotation model works is you would have one les-
son plan and teach it to two groups: Younger group(1st and 2nd graders)
and  Older group(3rd through 5th).   If you have any questions or are in-
terested in teaching please contact Chris Luck at 666-6526 
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Mission and Outreach News 
 

  
 
 
Upcoming oppor tunities 
Share Orchards Family Shelter Meal Service is on the 1st 
Wed. of each month.   The youth group takes the first 
shift.  There are opportunities for adults on the serving crew 
from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.  Sign ups are on a clipboard at the back 
of church each Sunday.   
 
Nov. Thanksgiving Feast: we will be providing the fixings for 
a complete Thanksgiving meal to ~10 families in transitional 
housing.  Sandi Schoof and Dayleen Harkin are leading this 
event.  Missy Campbell and Jennifer Rogers are our youth 
leaders.  Look for sign-ups on what to bring during 
church.  The food needs to be brought to church on Sunday, 
Nov. 21 for delivery that day. 
 
Advent Giving Tree: we will once again set up the Advent 
Giving Tree with gift tags on the first Sunday of Lent.  The 
gifts are for kids and adults in Clark County shelters and tran-
sitional housing.  Gifts should be in the $10-20 range. Our 
mid-high students are helping with the tags.  Lori Drummond 
and Katey Sandy are leading this event. 
 
Upcoming need: Coordinator for the Kairos Cookie Bake 
Event (late - Jan. - mid Feb., ~ 5 hours total) 
 
Our next Missions & Outreach ministry team meeting will be 
in Jan. 
 
In Christ, 
Ayn 
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I t’s time for  East Woods Advent Choir ! 
Do you love to sing?  Then we have a spot just waiting for 
you!  This choir is open to any and all who may want to par-
ticipate!  Rehearsals will be held on Monday evenings at the 
Grange @ 7:15 PM beginning on November 22nd and continu-
ing each Monday, 11/22, 11/29, 12/6 & 12/13.  Performance 
dates are the 3 Sundays before Christmas, December 5th, 12th 
and 19th.  Special thanks to Claire Smith for generously vol-
unteering to lead us and Pr iscila Darakj ian-Kurup for ac-
companying us in this special time of music and fellowship.  
We hope to see you there!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, November 6th—  New Member 
Class starting at the Snoey residence.  
10:00 — 3:00.  Questions, please call 
944-1105 
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Par ish Nurse News Mar ilyn Bither, RN 
The flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by influenza viruses. It 
can cause mild to severe illness, and at times can lead to death. The best 
way to prevent the flu is to get a flu vaccine each fall. Some people are at 
high risk for serious flu complications, such as older people, young chil-
dren, and people with certain health conditions, including pregnancy. 
Symptoms of flu include: Fever (usually high), headache, extreme tired-
ness, dry cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose and muscle aches. Also 
gastro-intestinal symptoms, such as nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea, are 
much more common among children than adults.  Children may get sinus 
problems and ear infections.  The flu spreads in respiratory droplets caused 
by coughing and sneezing. It usually spreads from person to person, though 
occasionally a person may become infected by touching something with 
virus on it and then touching their mouth or nose. Adults may be able to 
infect others beginning 1 day before getting symptoms and up to 7 days 
after  getting sick. That means that you can give someone the flu before 
you know you’ re sick as well as while you are sick.  The single best way 
to prevent the flu is to get a flu vaccine each fall. About two weeks after 
vaccination, antibodies that provide protection against influenza virus in-
fection develop in the body.   Because of a shortfall in flu shot production 
for this season, CDC is recommending that certain people be given priority 
for getting the flu shot. These are people who are at high risk for serious flu 
complications or are in contact with people at high risk for serious flu com-
plications. Also practice these health habits at home during flu season:  

·  Avoid close contact. 
Avoid close contact with people who are sick. When you are sick, 
keep your distance from others to protect them from getting sick 
too. 

·  Stay home when you are sick. 
If possible, stay home from work, school, and errands when you 
are sick. You will help prevent others from catching your illness. 

·  Cover  your  mouth and nose. 
Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when coughing or sneez-
ing. It may prevent those around you from getting sick. 

·  Clean your  hands. 
Washing your hands often will help protect you from germs. 

·  Avoid touching your  eyes, nose or  mouth. 
Germs are often spread when a person touches something that is 
contaminated with germs and then touches his or her eyes, nose, 
or mouth.  

Please feel free to call me with questions. I can be reached at my home 
number 891-6180 anytime, and OK to leave a message, I will call back 
asap. In Christ©s Love, Marilyn Bither, RNC East Woods Parish Nurse 
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Fellowship News 
Coffee Hour  – Last month I asked for help with hosting Coffee 
Hour on one Sunday each month. 

A big “Thank you”  goes out to the 3 people who have 
agreed to help out so far:  �  Sandi Schoof – 2nd Sunday �  Melanie 
Phillips – 3rd Sunday �  Sandy Crispien on the 5th Sunday. 

As the Coffee Host, you would be responsible for making 
coffee, tea, lemonade and setting out snacks on trays and then clean-
ing up. Everything would be provided and in the fellowship closet. 
Fellowship Committee will purchase pre-made cookies and pretzels 
so that we have a little snack. There is still  a need  for   volunteer©s  
for  the 1st and 4th Sunday of each month and a few people on a 
substitute list. Please consider this as a ministry and let me know if 
you would like to try this out or if you have any questions. Thank 
you! 
November  5th or  6th  – Session-Hosted Dinners of Eight: Pick the 
night that works best for you and we will team you up with a group. 
At our last Session meeting we decided it might be helpful to get 
together in small groups to see how everyone is feeling about East 
Woods. This is your chance to share in a small group your thoughts, 
ideas and excitement about all that is happening in East Woods’  
ministry areas. Join us for a night of wonderful food, fun and fellow-
ship. (adults only, please) 
 

November  28th – Advent Festival:  Begin the Advent Season in the 
spirit of Christmas. Together we will make our family Advent 
wreaths, learn the history and use of them, and light the first candle.  
We will be able to continue the tradition in our homes throughout 
the Advent Season. The festivities will be starting at 4:00 pm by 
sharing a meal of soup and bread and working on our wreaths. There 
will be cookie decorating and crafts for the children. You’ ll need to 
bring a pan or container to hold your wreath.  A $5 donation will 
help in purchasing the candles and foam to make each wreath. Join 
us for a fun afternoon! 
 

December  11th – Chr istmas Open House: Reserve this date for a 
night to celebrate the Holiday Season with the East Woods congre-
gation and friends. More info to follow in the next newsletter and 
bulletins.  
 

For more information on these or any Fellowship activities, or if 
you might want to join our planning team, please contact Fellow-
ship Elder, Terry Puttkammer at 882-9910 
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East Woods September  Financial Report 
 

September  Offerings, Pledges, Contributions & Special Offerings:   
$11,783.98.  September   Expenses: $9,720.87.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

East Woods Session Elders: 
 
Rich Adamson-Worship/Music   260-9475 
Ayn Lavagnino-Mission/Outreach   834-5122 
Chris Luck-Children/Youth Ministry   666-6526 
Terry Puttkammer-Fellowship   882-9910 
Darin Nelson-Equipping Ministry   254-8088 
Kathleen Shelton-Cong. Nurture   604-2125 
Ivan VanDeWege-Building    882-4468 
Scott Phillips-Pastor    604-8399 
Linda Fortney-Treasurer/Clerk of Session  896-1989 

Year to Date 
Offerings $95,442.76 

Expenses $98,151.22 

Income Less Expense:   -$2,708.46 
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East Woods Presbyter ian Church 
At Fishers Grange 
814 NE 162nd Avenue 
Vancouver   WA   
 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 871091 
Vancouver , WA  98687-1091 
 
Church Phone: 
(360) 944-5841 

Newsletter  monthly deadline 
is the 

21st of each month. 
 

Written  requests or disks are 
to be placed on desk in the 

conference room, or  
emailed directly to  

eastwoodspres@aol.com 
Thanks! 

�

� �
� �
� �
� �
� �
� �
� �
� �
�

�� �
	 �
� �

 �
� �
� �

 �
� �
� �

Babysitter Available 
Anna Lund, age 16 is willing to babysit 
anytime after school hours.  Call her at 

260-0847. 

Anderson, Kasey  4-Nov 
Baker, Hinton  4-Nov 
Crispien, Larry  18-Nov 
Crispien, Sandy  9-Nov 
Crispien, T.J.  17-Nov 
Darrow, Caroline  12-Nov 
Darrow, Fin   20-Nov 
Gehle, Chuck  27-Nov 
Howard, Kathy  29-Nov 
Lambird, Carol  6-Nov 
Martin, Jane   25-Nov 
Nelson, Rachael  5-Nov 
Rider, John   4-Nov 
Scherette, Maclane  29-Nov 
Watkinson, Barry  7-Nov 
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