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NOVEMBER 2007 

East Woods News 

Dear Church Family, 
 This past month I was reading through 1 Corinthians and had to 
pause when I got to chapter 12.  It is here that we find Paul talking about the 
church as the body of Christ.  Paul writes, “For just as the body is one and has 
many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, 
so it is with Christ.”  (1 Corinthians 12:12) Paul goes on to talk about how the 
many different parts of the body come together to make up the one body, just 
as the many different gifts of the members of the church come together to 
make up the one Church – the Body of Christ. 
 Now I have to say, never have I seen a church reflect the spirit of this 
chapter more than I have this past year at East Woods.  Financially, physically, 
and spiritually we have come together and have met challenge after challenge.  
The visible symbol of the church is taking shape at 16210 NE 20th Street, but 
there have been many other ways I have experienced our coming together this 
year. 
 It almost makes me embarrassed to ask for more.  But I will.  In just 
two to three short months we will be occupying our building, and as exciting 
as that day of completion will be, it will also be a day of new beginnings.  And 
to begin anew the church needs you and your part of the body to be ready. 
 Years ago I made a pitch in the newsletter and from the pulpit that 
while the church is a place for us to rest in the Lord and grow in faith, it is also 
a place to do ministry.  I said at that time that my hope was that everyone 
would have one key place of ministry within the church.  Most of you, I know, 
have done that, with many taking on two and three key places of ministry.  But 
as we finish this phase of construction and the work projects and building re-
lated activities begin to wind-down, new needs will undoubtedly take shape. 
 What happens if we need twice as many greeters?  What happens if 
we need to start another Sunday School hour?  What if we need more shep-
herds?  What if we want to expand our mission outreach?  What if we want to 
start an after-school program?  What if we want to start a senior program?  
What if we start a choir?  What if… 
 Hmmm … what if we try to use the tool of this church building to 
reach out to our members and our community the way God would have us?  
 2007 has been such a fantastic year for our church, what if 2008 is 
even more fantastic?  Paul writes, “NOW, you are the body of Christ and indi-
vidually members of it.”   (1 Corinthians 12:27).  NOW you are… 
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Prayer Chain 
Do you have a prayer request that you would like shared with our 

Prayer Chain?  Please contact  
Pat Jones (896-4007) or call the church office.   Strict confidenti-

ality is always observed by our members. 

Planning Team Forming for  Building  
Dedication: First Meeting set for   

Sunday, November  11th 
 

If you are interested in helping plan the events of Dedication 
Weekend for our new church building, please come to the first 

meeting of the Dedication Weekend Planning Team, which 
will be held after the 10:30am service on Sunday, November 
11th at the Grange. This meeting is actually taking place as a 
part of the more general Evangelism & Outreach Committee 
meeting because this committee will be so heavily involved. 

The Fellowship committee is also joining forces for the Dedi-
cation.  

 
If you would like to help with Dedication in some specific way 

other than being on the planning team, please contact Lynne 
Combs (835-3034), Noelle Martinez (944-7299), or Renn San-
derman (503-449-3948) to let us know your thoughts. What an 

exciting time this will be!  

Nursery Caregiver Hir ing Update  
The Hiring Committee for the Nursery Caregiver position is 
currently interviewing to fill this position. However, we are 
accepting applications from adults on an ongoing basis in an-
ticipation of hiring additional caregivers in the early months of 
2008. If you know of anyone who is qualified and interested in 
a position in our Sunday morning nursery, please encourage 
them to submit an application. Contact the church office or  
Renn at renn.sanderman@gmail.com for more information and 
application materials.  
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November Mission News 
 

Share House Meal Service:  Please consider this ministry, its nothing 
that we haven’ t done at our own home, why not help the less fortunate 
and show the community we at East Woods Presbyterian really care. 1St 
Monday & 4th Wednesday of every month, watch for the sign up on the 
clipboards. 
 

Presbyter ian Coffee Project:  You can order your coffee, tea, & hot 
chocolate, at the same time ensure fair prices for the farmer co-ops, 
thought the Equal Exchange Interfaith Program. Orders will be taken 
down stairs on Sunday, November 11, 2007. 
 

Peacemaking offer ing:  Thank you for your prayerful gifts to the 
peacemaking offering in the interest of World Peace.  
 

Thanksgiving Feast:  We will once again be responding to Share 
House with our Thanksgiving food baskets. More information will be 
forthcoming. There will also be a marked basket in the back of the 
church on November 4th and November 11th if you prefer our 
“shoppers”  to shop for you. 
 

The Giving Tree:  Once again this is an opportunity to give the fami-
lies at Share House a little love from East Woods.  You can pick the gift 
you would like to give, big or small, whatever the Lord lays on your 
heart. Watch for more information in the church bulletin. 
 

If you would like to be a part of the Mission Ministry, please give me a 
call or see me after church any day. Chauncey Sprague 360-834-9867. 
 
Peace of Christ, Chauncey Sprague, Mission Elder 

New Member Class 
Saturday, November 17th, 2007 

10 AM till 3 PM  
At the Bangert home 

 
This will be a day where you can have questions answered about the 
PCUSA and about East Woods in particular.  We will share our faith 

journeys and fellowship as well as learn more about our lives and each 
other.  Please call the church office (944-5841) or Lynne Combs (835-

3034) if you are interested in attending.   
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Notes From Renn: 
2nd Annual Children©s Christmas Presentation December 16th, 10:30am ser-
vice 
The children of East Woods, Preschool age through 5th grade, will lead part of 
worship by presenting a special Christmas program during the 10:30am wor-
ship service on December 16th. During November, we will be gathering infor-
mation from families on the availability of each student during the first three 
Sundays of December, when rehearsals and costume preparations will take 
place, and also the students© own wishes for participation, so that we can assign 
roles appropriately. Here is the schedule for this production:  
- December 2nd: role assignments and rehearsals during the 10:30 service Sun-
day School (no Family Worship/Children©s Worship at the 10:30 service that 
day, just regular Sunday School schedule)  
- December 9th: costume fitting and rehearsals during Sunday School, plus a 
special one-hour rehearsal from noon to 1:00pm for students with speaking 
roles.  
- December 16th: Costumes and preparation starting at 10:25am downstairs. 
Presentation of the program during the worship service; the students© program 
will be the presentation of God©s word and the sermon for that service!  
If you have students ages Preschool through 5th grade, please check your (and 
their) calendars and review this production schedule to determine what level of 
involvement your student will be able to have in this special leadership oppor-
tunity!  
Special teaching opportunities with children December 23 and 30  
Since our winter quarter Sunday School teaching teams will begin their minis-
try in January, there are some special opportunities for persons looking to 
teach Sunday School for just one or two weeks at Christmastime during the 
10:30 service. Please contact Renn if you will be in town and are willing to 
teach on December 23 and/or December 30th. The curriculum is easy to work 
from, and materials and other support are provided.  
Speaking of our Winter Quarter Sunday School Teaching Teams...  
We are currently looking to find out who our new teachers will be for the 3rd-
5th grade class starting in January. Tim Martinez and Chuck Dunn, the dy-
namic duo, will complete their current marathon of hands-on ministry with our 
kids that began at Easter, continued in the summer with VBS and then in the 
classroom throughout the fall, and will culminate with directing the children©s 
Christmas presentation. Could one of the next team members be YOU? Right 
now we are looking for a commitment for January through March, every Sun-
day except the first Sundays of each month. But you may find, as Chuck and 
Tim did, that you want to continue after winter quarter! The 3rd-5th grade 
class can have as many as 17 students (sometimes only 5 or 6). As independent 
readers and older students, they are ready to dig into the Biblical material with 
their teachers and learn alongside you as you develop the relationships that our 
kids need with adults in the church.  
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PARISH NURSE NEWS: This time every year I remind my 
friends and relatives about the cold and flu season--and the need for a flu shot. 
With most of them the discussion is very short. I remind them that flu season is 
here and having the vaccine improves the odds of staying healthy and NOT 
spreading infection to our loved ones.  
But for others, more explanation is needed to put them at ease about getting 
immunized. Occasionally, their reluctance is based on adverse experiences 
with the vaccine in the past. That©s OK. However, some people who resist get-
ting immunized make up their minds based on myths about the flu and the flu 
vaccine. 
FACTS: a. Each year, 30,000-35,000 Americans die from the flu and its com-
plications. 
b. Because the flu is caused by a virus, anyone can get it. c. Kids under 5, 
adults over 50 and people with chronic medical conditions, such as asthma, 
COPD, and heart disease, are at high risk for complications. d. Being immu-
nized by the flu shot or the inhaled FluMist (FDA approved only for healthy 
people ages 5-49) significantly reduces the risk of getting the flu. e. Most folks 
who get the flu shot have no reaction. Up to 25% may have slight redness and 
swelling at the site only, while about 2% may experience a slight fever, chills 
and headache within 24 hrs. These symptoms only last 24-36 hrs and respond 
really well to treatment by tylenol or motrin. f. The flu virus mutates from year 
to year so a vaccination from last season is ineffective against this year©s 
strains. 
OTHER FACTS: You can©t get the flu from the vaccine as it©s not made from a 
live virus. 
People at high risk should for sure get the flu vaccine, but also their relatives 
and friends should get it to help keep it from spreading from the healthier folks 
to our high risk folks. 
Flu is spread from person to person through contact with someone who is in-
fected, usually by spreading droplets from the nose or by coughing, also when 
those droplets get into our hands and then to things like doorknobs, books, 
kleenex and dishes. 
Think of a flu shot as a bug©s playbook! When our bodies find it, our immune 
system knows what to expect and how to mount a counteroffenseive, shutting 
down the bug©s ability to make us sick. We prevent illness by ©sneaking© its info 
into our immune system so that by giving the human body a chance to learn 
more about a particular infection, it can more effectively deal with the bug 
when exposed. 
Flu or influenza, a contagious respiratory illness is presented by high fever, 
headache, sore throat, cough and muscle aches. It©s spread the DAY BEFORE 
that person gets any symptoms, and it is contagious to everyone for as long as 
5 days after symptoms appear. 
Protect yourself and all else you come in contact with-- 
GET A FLU SHOT NOW!!!!!   
 
Marilyn Bither, RN Parish Nurse 
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2008 Stewardship Campaign 
 

 2007 has been an absolutely amazing financial year here at East 
Woods.  General giving is up 37% of pledges.  When we include the 
extra commitment giving to the capital fund, our giving to the building 
has nearly doubled that of any previous year’s giving.  It is truly a year 
to celebrate!  But honestly, we have needed this.  Every dollar has been 
needed and your session has been very mindful of the calling to use 
these gifts wisely so that we might further the work of the kingdom of 
God.   
 This calling does not end in 2008.  While the building will be 
complete, the bills for this beautiful home will begin to come in and, 
although because of your generosity we will enter the year with surplus, 
we will need this surplus to move forward. 
 The mortgage for 2008 will be in the neighborhood of $55,000.  
With the pledges we received from this past capital campaign we 
should be able to meet this goal if we all meet our pledges.  If, however, 
we give more, we can reduce our mortgage quicker and begin planning 
for what we believe will be needed expansions in the next five years.  In 
addition, the needs for the general fund budget will most likely grow 
with more and more ministry opportunities being added to our church 
calendar. 
 This past month your session took a hard look at what we be-
lieve we can expect for expenditures in the coming year.  They are pro-
posing a 9% increase to the general budget.  While this is a larger than 
normal increase, it actually seems modest when you consider the 
changes that are about to take place.   
 This month you will be receiving a letter asking you to consider 
making a pledge for the coming year.  We very much need you to 
prayerfully consider this request.  While we know many of you will 
give regardless of making a pledge, the pledged amount is very impor-
tant for session planning. 
 Because this is a unique year the plan is to receive your pledges 
and set a six month budget based on those pledges and what we expect 
to see come in from unpledged giving.  After six months the session 
will reconsider the budget and reassess our needs based on the actual 
giving.   
 Your help will be essential to make this process successful.  So 
again please watch your mail for your pledge card, return it on the date 
set as the dedication Sunday, and continue to give faithfully to our min-
istry.  It is our ministry you know.  I t is our ministry together with Christ. 
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EAST WOODS SESSION ELDERS 
 
Church office      944-5841 
Scott Phillips / Pastor    home 604-8399 
      cell 607-5191 
Renn Sanderman / Education Minister               503-449-3948 (cell) 
 
Lynne Combs  Evangelism / Outreach 835-3034 
Sandy Crispien  Building  254-1807 
Linda Fortney  Treasurer  896-1989 
Shirley Lashley  Worship  254-5584 
Noelle Martinez  ellowship  944-7299 
Chauncy Sprague Mission   834-9867 
Melanie Phillips Congregational Nurture 604-8399 
Chris Smith  Children / Youth 666-3636 
Gordon Wehner Spiritual Growth  253-8166 
Sean Whitney  Personnel/Finance 885-0701 

East Woods Lending L ibrary 
 

Books will be available for check-out on the 4th Sunday of each month, 
on a table set up downstairs.  Questions? 

Call Gordon Wehner (253-8166) 

East Woods  
Bulletin Board Etiquette 101 

 

1.  Please check the bulletin board OFTEN for most 
up to date East Woods community information. 

2. If you have something you would like to have 
posted, please place your announcement in Noelle 
Martinez box (Located in the office downstairs) 
for  review.  She will see that your information is 

clearly presented before posting. 
 

THANK YOU! 
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East Woods Presbyter ian Church 
At Fishers Grange 
814 NE 162nd Avenue 
Vancouver   WA   
 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 871091 
Vancouver , WA  98687-1091 
 
Church Phone: 
(360) 944-5841 

Newsletter  monthly  
Deadline is the 

21st of each month. 
 

Please submit all information and 
articles either via email to  
Eastwoodspres@aol.com, via phone 
to the church office 944-5841, or 
leave a hard copy on the office 
desk.  THANKS!! 

East Woods Treasurer’s Report—September 2007 
 

September Offerings:     $15,692.95 
September Expenses:              $15,617.47 
 
Year to Date Offerings:     $135,198.16 
Year to Date Expenses:    $129,400.10 
 

Thank you for your faithfulness in giving! 

Visit our  website for  sermon recordings, updated 
proper ty pictures and newsletter  information!   

www.eastwoodspres.org 

Advent Festival 
Sunday afternoon, December  2nd 

At Fishers Grange 
4—6:30 PM 

Begin the Advent Season in the spirit of Christmas. We make our Advent 
Wreaths, learn the history and use of them, and light our wreaths together in 
our worship service. We also share a wonderful meal of homemade soup and 
bread. Children’s activities will include cookie decorating, keepsake craft and 
board games. Come join us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship. 
 

·  WE ARE IN NEED OF GREENS TO DECORATE OUR WREATHS!  If 
you have greens that you would be willing to give for our use, please bring 
them to worship on Sunday, December 2nd or bring them with you to the 
Advent Festival.  THANK YOU! 
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