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SEPTEMBER  2006 

East Woods News 

Dear Church Family, 
 When does the year begin?  Is it January 1st?  That is the start of the 
New Year on our calendars.  Is it September?  That is the beginning of the 
school year.  That is when our kids start in their new grade levels.  According 
to the Church calendar, the Liturgical Calendar, the year begins on the first 
Sunday of Advent.  This year that would make it December 3rd.  When does 
the year begin?  For that matter when does anything begin? 
 Beginnings are usually fun.  Even though our kids, and sometimes 
our teachers, complain – there is excitement this time of year.  Beginnings 
help us experience the progression of time.  Beginnings help us feel like we 
are accomplishing something.  But beginnings don’ t just happen … or they 
shouldn’ t. 
 Often, around this time of year, I hear people say things like, “Where 
did the summer go?”   Or, “Wow, this fall sure did creep up on me?”   Even 
though things like, “ the first day of school”  are on my calendar, often when it 
comes I am surprised it came so fast.  I guess that is just how beginnings are.  
Sometimes they seem to take forever while other times we are surprised at just 
how fast they come.   
 I suppose the key is preparation.  Being ready for our beginnings can 
help make them more joyful experiences.  For example, recently we discov-
ered the beginning of our building project is going to be delayed.  Now we can 
be disappointed by this news or we can see it as more time to prepare.  My 
hope is that more time to prepare will mean more joy in the transition.   
 That being said, let us not think that this is the only beginning that is 
important for us, nor is it the only beginning on our horizon.  In fact, as I pre-
pare for this fall I am amazed at all the beginnings coming our way. 
 Just to name a few.  Beginning September 10th,  I am going to start a 
sermon series on “The Great Ends of the Church.”   I see this series as an im-
portant time for all of us as we consider what it means to be the church today.  
Beginning that same day we will kick off a new Sunday School session.  I 
know we talk often about the importance of the beginning of the public school 
year, equally important is the beginning of a new year of Christian Education.  
We pray for the teachers and the children. 
 Beginning September 13th, we kick off another year of Youth Minis-
try.  I wonder if God might be calling a few new leaders to this vital ministry 
this year?  
 Beginning September 19th, we will be kicking off another Tuesday 
Night Adult Education session.  As we did last year, this gathering will be a 
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time of small group study and learning.  The sessions will begin with a 
family meal and include a time for the children.  This year we will be 
studying John Ortberg’s book, Everybody’s Normal Till You Get To Know 
Them.  It is a wonderful study on what it means to live in Christian com-
munity and the human need for quality supportive friendships. 
 Sometime this fall I would like to begin a special evening prayer 
service.  I am not sure what that service will look like at this time but I 
have really felt God calling me to begin something new in this area.   
 In addition to all these new beginnings, there are some very im-
portant events coming up.  On September 17th, we will have our All 
Church Picnic.  On September 22-23rd, your session will be on a planning 
retreat.  On October 27-28th, the women will be on their fellowship and 
study retreat.  Also in October we are going to be holding our first Com-
mittee Fair.  This will be a wonderful time for each of you to explore the 
ministries of this church in more detail as each committee will display its 
vision and ministry through a visual presentation. 
 I guess we could say it is going to be a busy fall.  But rather than 
focusing on busy, I hope we can focus on growth.  Growth through begin-
nings – that is what I see this fall.   
 As we enter the month of September, please keep me in your 
prayers.  Keep the session in your prayers too.  And remember I am keep-
ing you all in my prayers.  Specifically, I am going to be praying for you to 
respond and grow through all our new beginnings this year. 
 

� ������ ���	

 �� 

	

REMINDER! 
We’ ll return to our two service schedule,  

8:45 & 10:30 AM on  
Sunday, September 10th. 

East Woods Women’s Bible Study 
Our Fall Class begins on Thursday, September 7th, 10 AM at Water-
ford.  This season’s study is called  “ In the Beginning, Perspectives 
on Genesis”  from the Presbyterian Women’s Horizon Bible Study 
Series.  We meet on the first and third Thursday of each month.  For 
more information please call Peggy Tiffany at 256-1792.  Please 
join us! 
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September ‘06 Mission News 
 

*First and foremost…I wanted to take a moment to recognize the amazing job 
Ayn Lavagnino did as our Mission elder for the last three years.  She (with the help, 
guidance and love from our Lord) truly moved East Woods to becoming that Jesus-
like, compassionate and giving church.  I am thrilled to have the opportunity to 
work along side the Mission committee and continue to keep the passion of Mis-
sions and Outreach a vital part of the East Woods church. 
*Share House Meal Service: Don’ t forget the opportunity to serve in this capacity 
on the 1st Wed. and 4th Mon. of each month. Sign up on the clipboard during 
church.  Next dates: September 6th & September 25th. 
*Presbyter ian Coffee Project: Summer’s over…coffee/cocoa sales start up again.  
We’ ll continue to sell on the 2nd Sunday of each month (9/10).  We are going to try 
something a little different this time for easier money and order handling…We’ ll be 
selling coffee by the case (Organic Coffee 6 12oz bags for $37.50, Decaf Organic 
Coffee 6 12oz bags for $43.50).  If you don’ t want 6 bags, partner up with a friend, 
and split the order!  Cocoa and tea will still be sold individually (Cocoa 12oz can 
$4.80 and $3.50 for a box of tea). We order through Equal Exchange Inter faith 
Program (www.equalexchange.com/interfaith) which ensures fair price directly to 
farmer coops. Contact Pat or Carl Jones for more info. 
*VBS Mission Update: Tess Castro headed up the Mission portion of our incredi-
bly fun and successful VBS this summer.  Each day was a different Mission focus.  
Here’s how the kids did…Sunday – coins $50.50 was collected to purchase cocoa 
from Equal Exchange to ship to the Lighthouse ministry in the Philippines.  Mon-
day – Aluminum tabs 1,469 and another 7,700 from the Chris & Regan Smith fam-
ily (ask them to share the story sometime!)   Tuesday – Canned Foods 2 boxes were 
collected and given to the Share House.  Wednesday – Yarn 18 scanes to contribute 
to East Woods’  Prayer Shawl ministry.  Thursday – The SEEDS collected were 
given to the Colonial House Assisted Living home in Battle Ground with a note 
from East Woods.  Thank you to Tess and the VBS kids and parents for participat-
ing in this wonderful mission ministry. 
*Peacemaking Offer ing (www.pcusa.org/peacemakingoffering) will be received 
on October 1 – World Communion Sunday. This offering supports the efforts of 
Presbyterians in their churches to walk in God’s paths of peace.  Funds collected go 
towards shelters for those who have suffered from domestic violence, chapel con-
struction for prisons, Presbyterian churches in Iraq, to name a few…Also, 25% is 
retained by our congregation to use towards Missions.  This offering, along with 
One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost and Christmas Joy are the four offerings 
commonly received by all PC USA congregations.  As a growing church, it is good 
that all four are now part of our giving tradition! 
 
An upcoming Mission trip scheduled by the Presbytery…Cascades Gulf Mission 
trip is scheduled; all invited – The New Orleans area relief mission trip scheduled 
for October 28 to November 4 is open to ALL in Cascade Presbytery.  Contact 
Linda Gebetsberger at First Presbyterian Church in Corvallis, 541-753-2228.  
 
Blessings, 
Melanie Phillips 
Elder for Missions 
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East Woods All-Church Picnic,  
Sunday, September 17th, 

right after worship at Lewisville Park  
(directions are available on back table) 

$3 per car 
 

Bring a side dish to share, meat to barbeque, your own bever-
ages, your own place setting, lawn chairs, blankets, out-door 

games, and anything that might make for a fun picnic! 
For  more information on these or any Fellowship activities, 

or if you might want to join our Fellowship team,  
please contact Fellowship Elder, Noelle Martinez 944-7299�

NEW ADULT EDUCATION and  
FELLOWSHIP OFFERING  
September 19 – November 14, 2006 
 
Everybody is normal until you get to know them.  At least that is the 
claim in John Ortberg’s book of the same name.  Everybody is Nor-
mal Until You Get to Know Them  looks at not only the importance 
of community within the church, but the importance of supportive 
relationships for our survival as humans.  In typical Ortberg fashion, 
through the use of humor and profound thought, we are challenged 
and encouraged to see how our close friendships and other relation-
ships not only help us grow as individuals but also as a congrega-
tion.   
 
The study and fellowship class of this book will begin Tuesday, 
September 19th and run through Tuesday, November 14th.  As with 
last year’s class, we will provide dinner for those who are interested 
at 6:00 PM with the class beginning around 6:45.  Families with 
children are welcome.  There will be a time for kids during the adult 
gathering.  Please watch for the sign-up clipboard as it is passed on 
Sunday morning or call the church office (944-5841) to let us know 
you will be attending.   
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PARISH NURSE NEWS:  
A PANDEMIC? Sounds bad, what is it?  A pandemic is a global 
disease outbreak. A flu pandemic occurs when a new influenza virus 
emerges for which people have little or no immunity and for which 
there is no vaccine. Pandemic flu can be any type of virulent human 
flu that spreads easily from person to person, causes serious illness, 
and can sweep across the country and around the world in very short 
time.  
A pandemic norovirus can be an outbreak in a specific section of the 
country where a large number of cases of a virus with the same iden-
tity is found in a short amount of time. That could be the norovirus 
infection which has been plaguing the northwest regions for much of 
the last year.  Or that pesky meningitis, or the mumps or measles 
that we also found some folks are unfortunate enough to ©catch©. 
We get a lot of information on these virus and bacteria outbreaks 
from our local health departments through the media, TV and news-
paper. The information they give us almost always includes ways for 
us to prevent ourselves and our families from ©catching© these ill-
nesses, what to look for if we don©t feel well, and what to do if we do 
©catch© them. Thank goodness our local health departments are ©jolly 
on the spot© in giving all of us this information even before our own 
doctors have had a chance to do so. Prevention is our best form of 
caring for ourselves and our families ALWAYS. 
Let©s go into how to keep ourselves and our families WELL (in BIG 
BLACK LETTERS)!!! That©s really tough to do with kids touching 
and slurping everything in sight! Have you thought about how many 
times you touch something unconsciously without washing your 
hands and then touch your face, mouth or nose? Each touch of that 
pen or keystroke on your computer can put you and your family at 
risk for one of these diseases. How about each time you open your 
mailbox or drive your car, touch the cart at the grocery store or 
touch money? Then think about how often you wash your hands 
during the day! For sure after bathroom breaks or before eating (or 
do you??). That©s not very many times of washing your hands when 
you count the approx 10,000 times you touch something on an ordi-
nary day.  
The KEY to STAYING WELL is ONE word! HANDS! Well, 
maybe 2 words! WASHING HANDS!! Increasing that number 
will be your best chance to keep well. 
 

GOOD HEALTH! Marilyn Bither, RN Parish Nurse 
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The Fellowship Team Wants YOU! and you and you … 
Are you looking for a way to get more involved here at East 
Woods (while having a TON of fun!)?  Then the Fellowship 
Team is the group for you!  We are building our team in 
preparation for a year full of fun and exciting events.  Whether 
you are a newcomer or old-timer, member or visitor, young, 
older or in-between … WE WANT YOU!  Please contact 
Noelle Martinez (944-7299 or balletmom6@earthlink.net) 
with any questions … THANK YOU! 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH NOTES  
FROM RENN: 
 

Sunday School:  Sunday School Kickoff: September 10th, 
10:30 service  
Sunday School Teacher  Training: September 10th, after 
church 12:00-1:00pm  
First regular  Sunday School classes (for  grades 1-5): Sep-
tember 17th, 10:30 service  
Nursery care only dur ing the 8:45am service this Fall! 
At this time, we do not have enough volunteers to staff a sepa-
rate program for children during the 8:45 service in addition to 
the full children©s programs offered during the 10:30 service. 
For now, all our Children©s Ministry volunteers will be con-
centrating their efforts on making our classes at 10:30 the best 
they can be.  
The Youth and Children©s Ministry Committee will be dis-
cussing and evaluating Sunday School curriculum in Septem-
ber. This committee strongly encourages all who have been 
actively involved with East Woods© Sunday School curricu-
lum, and anyone else who is interested, to attend the next 
meeting on Tuesday, September 12th, 7:00-8:30PM at the 
Grange.  
Family Worship Sunday: September 3rd, 9:30 AM. 
Family Worship feedback still needed: please contact Dale 
Peterson (892-5177) or Claire Smith (944-1686) to share your 
opinion or experience of Family Worship.  
A big Thank You to Mary Pierce and her  Youth Sunday 
School class for cleaning and organizing the second tall cabi-
net full of Youth & Children©s ministry "resources." Now we 
know what we have, and it©s usable!  

East Woods Lending L ibrary 
Books will be available for check-out on the 4th Sunday of 
each month, on a table set up downstairs.  Any questions?   

Call Gordon Wehner (253-8166) 
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East Woods Treasurer’s Report—July 2006 
 

July Offerings:       $13,304.09 
July  Expenses:      $16,748.24 
 

Year to Date Offerings:     $97,401.62 
Year to Date Expenses:     $94,083.59 
 

Building Fund Balance as of  7/31/2006  $231,537.52 
 

Thank you for your faithfulness in giving!  

THANK YOU AND WELCOME 
Please take a moment to say Thank You to our out going Ses-

sion Elders:  Steve Harkin, Ayn Lavagnino and Terry 
Puttkammer.  Their service to East Woods has been so valu-

able  … we are grateful. 
 

Welcome to our newest Session Elders:  Noelle Martinez, 
Shirley Lashley and Sean Whitney.   We look forward to your 

leadership as you fulfill this calling. 

East Woods Presbyter ian Church Women’s Retreat  
 

 Ladies please join us and invite your friends and family to 
Menucha Retreat and Conference Center the weekend of October 
27th  - Oct 29th. Enjoy a fun-filled weekend of pampering, fellow-
ship, learning and relaxation. A non-refundable deposit of $40 is 
due by Sunday, September 10th with the balance of  $120 due on 
Sunday, October 8th.  We have reserved and prepaid for 40 guests to 
attend. Please don’ t allow monetary reasons to keep you from at-
tending, we have scholarship money available. 
  At this point no planning has taken place. This weekend 
can be a time of fellowship and renewal or a time of fellowship, re-
newal and learning. We are looking forward to you offering some of 
your time and talents to make this a wonderful weekend for all who 
attend.  The more people that plan, the less work there is for all. If 
you have any ideas you would like to share, please call or email 
Lynn Brown 360-896-0172 7browns@comcast.net or Terry 
Puttkammer 360-882-9910  whiskmeaway@aol.com . 
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East Woods Presbyter ian Church 
At Fishers Grange 
814 NE 162nd Avenue 
Vancouver   WA   
 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 871091 
Vancouver , WA  98687-1091 
 
Church Phone: 
(360) 944-5841 

Newsletter  monthly  
Deadline is the 

21st of each month. 
 

Please submit all information and 
articles either via email to  
Eastwoodspres@aol.com, via phone 
to the church office 944-5841, or 
leave a hard copy on the office 
desk.  THANKS!! 

Do you have a prayer request that you would like shared with 
our Prayer Chain?  Please contact  

Kathleen Shelton (604-2125 or email  
dkmshelton@aol.com)   Strict confidentiality is always  

observed by our members. 

Visit our website!   
www.eastwoodspres.org 

Greetings from the New Building Interior Committee!    
 

There are 4 of us on this committee and we are excited about our future.  
There is no budget for the interior so we will need to be creative and re-
sourceful. 
 

We have been given 10 rectangle and 8 round tables.  Some of them need a 
little repair but it is a start.  Thank You Valley Presbyterian Church!   
 

We would also like to thank the 3 families who have volunteered to store 
items as we gather them.  They are the Hess family, the Luck family, and 
Barbara Phillips. Thank you! 
 

We have begun to gather input from various committees and end users of 
the spaces to compile needs and priorities.  We will publish a needs list as 
soon as we are finished.  Anyone who wants to give some input, please 
write the input down on paper with your name and leave it in the church 
office with our committee name on it.  Our committee will consider all 
input and create a plan.       
Thank You,  Shirlee Bangert and the Committee 
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